Global Journal of International Business Research (GJIBR)
ISSN (Online) 1933471 ISSN (Print) 1933412
2026, Volume 3, Issue 1

Original Research Article Open Access Peer Reviewed

KALAIGNAR M. KARUNANI| DHGALS: A HOLISTIC
SOCIO-ECONOMIC TRANSFORMATION OF TAMIL NADU
THROUGH INCLUSIVE DEVELOPMENT, SOCIAL JUSTICE,

AND SUSTAINABLE GOVERNANCE i AN ASSESSMENT

Dr. G. YOGANANDHAM
ProfessorDepartmenbf Economics Thiruvalluvar University (A StateUniversity)Serkkaduyellore District,
TamilNadu,India- 632115.

ABSTRACT: This study examinesthe profound sociceconomictransformationof Tamil Nadu under the
leadershipof Kalaignar M. Karunanidhi,emphasizinghis visionary inclusive developmentmodel rooted in
Dravidian ideology. It analyzeshis multifacetedpolicies spanningsocial justice, education health,rural and
urbaninfrastructure,industrial growth, environmentalkustainability,and cultural preservationKey initiatives
such as extensivereservationpolicies, universalmidday meal schemesyural irrigation, urban infrastructure
projects,andindustrial promotionhave significantly improved literacy, reducedpoverty, and enhancedsocial
equity, particularly for marginalized communities. His governance fostered participatory democracy,
strengthenedhstitutions,and promotedlinguistic and cultural pride, transformingTamil Naduinto a model of
inclusivegrowthandsocialjustice.

The study employs a comprehensivereview of secondarydata, statistical indicators, and policy
analysesto assessmpact acrosssectors,highlighting tangible outcomessuch as declining poverty rates,
increasecemploymentjmprovedhealthandeducationindices,andaccelerateéhdustrialization It alsoexplores
contemporary challenges like fiscal sustainability, regional disparities, and environmental concerns,
emphasizingthe need for continued inclusive policies. Overall, the findings underscorehow Kal ai gnar
integrated approach,combining welfare with economic growth, createda resilient, equitable society and
positionedTamil Nadu as a leadingexampleof sustainablesocially just developmentn India. This holistic
framework demonstrateghe enduring legacy of his leadershipin shapinga progressive,inclusive state
committedto socialjusticeandlong-term sociceconomicprosperity.Fromthis perspectivethe studyexamines
key and rapidly evolving issuesthat are becomingincreasinglysignificantin t o d damyeécaennectedylobal
landscape.

KEYWORDS: SocieEconomic Transformation, Dravidian Ideology, Inclusive Development,Social
Justice, ReservationPolicies,Social Equity, Poverty and Fiscal Sustainability.

The theme of the article

The Dravidian movement, particularly under the leadershipof Kalaignar M. Karunanidhi, has
profoundly shapedTamil N a d wdciseconomiclandscapehrough a focus on social justice, equality, and
inclusive developmentCentralto this vision wasthe eradicationof castebasedinequalitiesandthe promotion
of educationfor all. By 2020, Tamil N a d litéracyratehadreached0.3%,surpassinghenationalaverageof
74%, reflecting decadesof investmentin schools, colleges, and adult literacy programs.Complementing
education,the Universal Midday Meal Scheme,serving over 1.8 million children daily, not only improved
nutrition but alsoincentivizedschoolattendancea,educingdropoutrates.

Rural and urban developmentwere pursuedsimultaneouslyRural initiatives emphasizedrrigation,
selfreliance, and infrastructure expansion,while cities underwent modernizationwith systematicurban
planning, transportnetworks,and civic amenities.Industrial growth was encouragedhrough manufacturing
hubsandIT corridors,contributingto Tamil Naduaccountingfor nearly25%of | n d iaukotabileproduction
and emergingas a leading IT hub with over 900,000IT professionalsemployed. Transportand housing
infrastructureprojects,roads,metrorail, affordablehousing,and slum redevelopmentenhancedaccessibility
andurbanlivability.

Public health, water resourcemanagementand agricultural supportunderscoredhe commitmentto
welfare, with initiatives like rural health centers,sustainablérrigation projects, and farmer credit schemes
benefitting millions. Social equity and empowermentwere integral, with w 0 m e reduesation, vocational
training, youth skill developmentand social welfare programsexpanding opportunities. Additionally, energy
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developmentenvironmentakonservationgcultural preservationand tourism promotionreinforcedsustainable
growth. Throughparticipatorygovernancelegislativereforms,andefficient administration;Tamil Nadubecame
a model for balancingeconomicgrowth with socialjustice. The holistic integrationof welfare, infrastructure,
and human capital developmentdemonstrates governanceframework that is both inclusive and forward
looking, fosteringaresilientandequitablesociety.

Kalaignar M. Karunanidhi: Architect of Tamil Nadu's SocicEconomic Transformation
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The imagepresentsa comprehensiveverviewof KalaignarM. K a r u n a soci@ebonodnivision
and contributionsto Tamil Nadu, highlighting his multi-dimensionalapproachto developmentHis initiatives
spannedsocial justice, education,health, rural and urban infrastructure, environmentalconservation,and
technologicaladvancementKey programslike the Universal Midday Meal Scheme,introducedin 1982,
significantly improvedschool enrolimentrates,with Tamil Nadu achievingnearly 99% enrollmentin primary
schools. Investmentsin urban modernization and transport infrastructure facilitated industrial growth,
contributingto Tamil N a d UG8BP growth rate of over 8% during the 19908 2000s.The s t a foai$os
agricultureandfarmerwelfare,combinedwith rural developmeninitiatives, enhancedagriculturalproductivity,
with rice and millets production increasing by 15/20% over two decades.His policies in wo me n 6 s
empowermentyouth skill developmentand financial inclusion promotedsocial equity, while environmental
conservatiorand disastermanagemengénsuredsustainablelevelopmentCollectively, theseefforts positioned
Tamil Naduasa leaderin balancedeconomicgrowth andsocialwelfare.
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Socio-Economic Vision and Developmental Initiatives
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The image presentsa structuredframework of sociceconomicvision and developmentalnitiatives,
centeredon Social Justice& Inclusive Growth. It illustratesinterconnectegbolicy areas:Urban Modernization,
Rural Development,Industrial Growth, Transportinfrastructure,Housing, Health, Wo me rEfmpowerment,
Youth Skill Development,Social Welfare, Legislative Reforms, Environmental Protection, and Efficient
GovernanceFor instance,urban modenization links with housingfor the poor and transportinfrastructure,
while rural developmentmphasizesgriculturalsupportand water resourcemanagementStatisticalparallels
canbedrawn: Tamil N a d wrbasizatiornrate standsat 48.45%(Census2011),with public transportcoverage
increasingto 85% in major cities, reflecting transportinfrastructuregrowth. Renewableenergy capacityin
Tamil Nadu reached15 GW by 2023, supportingindustrial energy development.Programslike the Skill
DevelopmentMission trainedover 2 million youth (2022 23), demonstratingmpactin skill and employment
generation.Similarly, health initiatives, through 2,400 primary health centers, expandedmedical access.
Overall,thediagramreflectsa multi-pronged datadriven roadmagor inclusiveandsustainableevelopment.

Statementof the problem

The comprehensivesociceconomictransformationof Tamil Nadu under Kalaignar M. Karunanidhi
hasbeenwidely studiedandlauded;however,severalpressingssuesemainunaddressedndposechallenges
to sustaininginclusive growth. Despite historic progress,persistentregional disparitiescontinueto impede
equitable development,with rural and marginalizedcommunitiesstill facing inadequateaccessto quality
healthcare,education, and infrastructure. The uneven distribution of benefits from industrialization and
urbanizationrisks creating pocketsof deprivation, particularly amongtribal populationsand economically
weakersections.Moreover,the ambitioussocial justice policies, suchas high reservationquotasand welfare
schemeshaveraisedconcernsaboutoverrelianceon affirmative action, potentially leadingto bottlenecksin
higher educationand employmentopportunities,and fostering perceptionsof castebasedor identity-driven
inequities.

Financial sustainability is another critical issue; the extensive welfare infrastructure and social
programswhile vital for social cohesionexertconsiderabldiscal pressurenecessitatingontinuousresource
mobilization amidst fluctuating economic conditions. Additionally, rapid urbanization and infrastructure
expansionhave often outpacedenvironmentalsafeguards|eading to ecological degradation pollution, and
strainon urbancivic amenities.The increasingfrequencyof climaterelateddisastersuchasfloods, cyclones,
anddroughtsfurther complicatesresilienceefforts, exposinggapsin disastempreparednesandwaterresource
managemengolitical challengeslsopersist,including balancingpopulist welfarepolicieswith fiscal prudence
andensuringnclusivegovernancehatgenuinelyempowersnarginalizedgroupswithout fosteringdependency.
Addressingtheseinterconnectedsociceconomic, environmental,and governanceissuesare imperative to
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ensurethat Tamil N a d wdévelopmentrajectoryremainssustainableequitable,andresilientin the long term.
From this perspectivethe study examineskey and rapidly evolving issuesthat are becomingincreasingly
significantint o d @nter@amnectedloballandscape.

Objectivesof the article

The overall objective of the article is to comprehensivelyanalyzeand highlight the transformative
sociceconomicdevelopmentof Tamil Nadu under the leadershipof Kalaignar M. Karunanidhi.It aimsto
showcasehow his policies and governancefostered social justice, inclusive growth, and sustainable
developmentcrossvarioussectorssuchas education health,infrastructure,industry, and culture. The article
seeksto demonstrateghe multidimensionalimpact of his leadershipon reducing disparitiesand promoting
equitable progress.Additionally, it aims to identify ongoing challengesand opportunitiesto sustainTamil
N a d weévedopmeninodel. Ultimately, the article underscoreshe significanceof inclusive governanceooted
in socialjusticefor long-term sociceconomicadvancementvith the help of secondarysourcesof information
andstatisticaldatapertainingto thethemeof thearticle.

Methodology of the article

The article follows a descriptive and analytical methodology to examine the sociceconomic
transformationof Tamil Nadu underthe leadershipof KalaignarM. Karunanidhi.The approachs designedo
presenta comprehensivand evidencebasedunderstandingf how inclusive governanceand welfare-oriented
policies contributed to longterm development.The study integratesboth qualitative interpretation and
guantitativeassessmertb ensureclarity, balance,and academiaigor while maintainingsimple languagefor
easy understanding.The researchis basedentirely on secondarysourcesof information. Data have been
collectedfrom authenticand reliable sourcessuch as Governmentof Tamil Nadu policy documentspudget
speechesFive-Year Plan reports, Censusof India publications,National SampleSurveyreports, Economic
Surveyof Tamil Nadu,andreportsof institutionslike the PlanningCommissionNITI Aayog, andthe Reserve
Bank of India. In addition, academicbooks, peerreviewedjournals, researcharticles, university theses,and
reputechewspaperandmagazinesavebeenusedto supplemenbfficial dataandprovidecontextualdepth.

Statisticaldatarelatedto key developmenindicatorssuchasliteracy rates,school enrolment,health
outcomes poverty reduction,housingprovision, infrastructureexpansion jndustrial growth, and employment
generationhave been systematicallycompiled. Simple statistical tools such as percentagesgrowth trends,
averagesand inter-period comparisonsare usedto analyzethe data. Whereverpossible,comparisonsacross
different time periods are madeto assesschangesbefore and after major policy interventions,helping to
evaluatethe impact of governanceneasuresAlongside quantitativeanalysis,qualitative methodsare usedto
interpret policy intent, governancephilosophy, and institutional reforms, particularly thoserelatedto social
justice, reservationpolicies, empowermentf marginalizedcommunities Janguage and cultural development.
This combinedapproachenablesa multidimensionabhssessmerntf developmenbutcomegatherthananarrow
sectorwiseevaluation.

The analysisis organizedthematically, covering education,health, rural and urban development,
infrastructure,industrialization, social welfare, and cultural initiatives. This thematic organizationhelps in
understandingnterlinkagesbetween sectorsand highlights how integratedpolicy planning contributed to
inclusive growth andreducedregionalandsocial disparities.The scopeof the articleis largely confinedto the
major administrativetenuresof KalaignarM. Karunanidhi.While the useof secondarydataallows for broad
coverageand longitudinal analysis,the studyis limited by the availability and consistencyof historical data
acrosssectorsPrimaryfield surveysandstakeholdemterviewsarenotincluded,which mayrestrictmicro-level
insights. Carehasbeentakento ensureethical useof data, properacknowledgmenbf sources,and objective
interpretation of findings. Overall, the methodology provides a systematic, transparent,and accessible
framework to evaluatethe sociceconomicdevelopmentof Tamil Nadu and to underlinethe importanceof
inclusive and socially just governancefor sustainabledevelopment.The collected data are systematically
examinedandinterpretedto derive meaningfulinsightsthat inform the developmenof sound,evidencebased
policies.

Reviewof Literature

The Government of Tamil Nadu (2011) offers a comprehensiveverview of humandevelopment
indicatorsin the state,focusingon education health,andincome.It highlights disparitiesacrossdistricts and
socialgroupsandemphasizetherole of statepoliciesin improvingliteracyratesandlife expectancywhile also
identifying ongoingchallengesn rural healthcarendw o m e angpewermentyoganandham(2015)analyzes
the effectivenessof Tamil N a d wévslopmentpolicies in addressingooverty, inequality, and employment,
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noting structuralchallengesn both rural and urbanareas.The study emphasizeshe link betweenindustrial
growth and socialwelfare schemesshowingmeasurabl@ainsin literacy and povertyreduction,while calling
for policy adjustments$o ensurenclusivegrowth.

The Government of Tamil Nadu (2012)providesdetailedeconomicdataon agriculture,industry,and
the servicessector, including state revenue, expenditure,and fiscal sustainability. It examinestrends in
employment, investment, and public infrastructure, highlighting the impact of governmentprogramson
economicperformanceand offering guidancefor future policy planning.Yoganandham (2016) evaluateshe
effectivenessof public policiesin promotinginclusive developmentemphasizingmprovementsin income
distribution and povertyalleviation, while noting gapsin locaklevel policy implementatiorandrecommending
targeted interventions. Yoganandham (2017) assessegural developmentinitiatives such as irrigation,
employmentschemesandhousing,demonstratingneasurablémprovementsn livelihoods andinfrastrudure,
with participatorygovernancelayingakeyrole in programeffectiveness.

Government reports (2018,2022)and researchby Yoganandham(2018,2019,2020,2021,2022,
2023, 2024) provide further insightsinto the s t a tlegefopmentrajectory. Theseworks analyzerural and
urban developmenttransportinfrastructure housing, social welfare, education,governancefiscal strategies,
and environmentalmanagementCollectively, they reveal improvementsin householdincomes, literacy,
employment.and quality of life, while highlighting challengessuchas urban congestionregionaldisparities,
policy implementationgaps,and ecologicalsustainability. Recommendationsonsistentlyemphasizéntegrated
planning,inclusivepolicies,andsustainablegrowth.

Scholars such as Kumar (2016), Lee (2018), Mohan & Sriram (2019), Pandian (2017), Rajan

(2020), Senthil & Kumar (2021), Thirumalai (2018), Venkatesh (2019), Viswanathan (2017), Xavier

(2020), Yadav (2018), and Zaman (2019) provide complementaryanalyses.Their researchexploresthe
Dravidian political ideology, governancereforms, cultural influences,renewableenergy adoption, disaster
preparednesgndtheinterplaybetweenpolitics, policy, andeconomicoutcomesEvidenceacrosghesestudies
highlightsTamil N a d wrigsiemodelof combininggrowth with socialwelfare,demonstratingheimportance
of effective governanceparticipatoryinstitutions,andpolicy innovationin achievingsustainablendequitable
development.The Tamil Nadu State Planning Commission (2014) provides statistical baselinesacross
sectorssupportingquantitativevalidationof policy impactsandsociceconomicresearch.

Yoganandham (2025) emphasizeghe critical role of financial inclusion in poverty alleviation in
Tamil Nadu, showingthat accessto banking services,microfinance,and governmentschemessignificantly
improveshouseholdincome and reduceseconomicvulnerability. The study providesempirical evidencethat
inclusive financial systemsstrengtherivelihood security, particularlyfor rural and marginalizedcommunities,
highlighting the importanceof targetedoutreachpolicies. In a relatedstudy, Yoganandham (2025) examines
sustainable urban growth and infrastructure developmentthrough case studies across Tamil Nadu,
demonstratingthat well-planned transport, housing, and sanitation initiatives facilitate balanced urban
expansion.The researchunderscoresghe sociceconomicbenefitsof integratingenvironmentaland financial
planningin urbandevelopmentadvocatingpolicy frameworksthat promotesustainableities while enhancing
citizenwelfare.

Dravidian Ideology and SocialJustice: Legacyof Kalaignar M. Karunanidhi

Dravidianideology,championedy leaderdike Periyar,C. N. A n andpdofoundlyiadvancedy
Kalaignar M. Karunanidhi,has been pivotal in promoting social justice, equality, and anti-castereformsin
Tamil Nadu.K a r u n a gavetnaricdosusedon dismantlingcastehierarchiesand ensuringdignity for all
through targetedwelfare policies. A notable initiative was the Periyar Ninaivu SamathuvapuranEquality
Village) scheme which createdintegratedvillages by allocating4 0 o%housesto ScheduledCastesand
providing sharedcivic facilities, fostering social cohesionand reducing castebasedsegregationEducational
reforms under his leadershipexpandedreservationgdfor backwardcommunities,contributingto Tamil Nadu
achievingone of the highestprimary schoolenrolmentratesin India and narrowinggapsbetween Dalits and
others.

In healthand economicwelfare, schemedike the Kalaignar Health InsuranceSchemeprovided life-
saving medical coverageto millions of low-income families, while public distribution systemsensured
subsidizedfood accessto vulnerable groups. Legal reforms, such as the Hindu Succession(Tamil Nadu
Amendment) Act, 1989, strengthenedw o me rpdperty rights, promoting gender equity. Continuing
Kar un a misiod, mbdérsprogrammedike the Kalaignar Magalir Urimai Thittam supportapproximately
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1. 3 womenwitn 1, héthlyassistancegnhancinghouseholdeconomidndependence-reebustravel
hasenableds 8 2 . 0 Z2idesfar women,savinganaverageof 8 & monthperwoman,andselfhelpgroup
credithasexpandedo 1. 12 | adary3 © O biglher than the previous decade.Collectively, these
initiatives reflect a statistically supportedcommitmentto reducingcasteand genderdisparities,strengthening

social equity, and driving Tamil N a d us@c®economic transformationin alignmentwith Kar unani dh
Dravidianideology.

Overall,KalaignarM. K a r u n a sotialjisticéirstiativesreflecta holistic approacho casteequity,
genderempowermentand povertyalleviation. Policieslike PeriyarNinaivu Samathuvapurarandeducational
reservationseducedcastebaseddisparities,while healthinsuranceand PDS strengthenedvelfare supportfor
vulnerable groups. Womenfocused measured financial assistance,free bus travel, and SHG credit
expansiod significantly enhancedeconomicparticipationand mobility. Statistically, millions benefitedfrom
health, education,and food programs,~1.3 crore womenreceiveddirect financial aid, and SHG credit grew
300%, highlighting the transformativesodal and economicimpactof theseDravidianideology driven policies
acrossTamil Nadu. The details of the KalaignarM. K a r u n a iavidtan ideslogy basedsocial justice
initiativesarepresentedn table-1.

Table-1

Kalaignar M. K a r u n a nDradidian @eologyl basedsocialjustice initiatives
Policy / Scheme Objective Key Features/ Statistical Data
Impact
Periyar Ninaivu Promotecaste Integratedvillages, | 40% of housesallocated
Samathuvapuram integrationandequality | sharectivic facilities | to ScheduledCastes
Educational Reducecastebased Expanded Contributedto Tamil
Reservations educationatlisparities | reservationgor Naduhavingoneof the
backward highestprimaryschool
communities enrolmentatesin India
Kalaignar Health Ensuremedical Life-savinghealth Millions of families
Insurance Scheme coveragdor low- insurancecoverage | benefitedacrosghestate
incomefamilies for vulnerable
groups
Public Distribution Providesubsidizedood | Strengthenedbod Servedakhsof families
System(PDS) to vulnerablegroups securityfor everymonth
marginalized
populations
Hindu Successio{TN | Promotew o me rights | Strengthened Benefitedmillions of
Amendment) Act, andgenderequity propertyrightsfor womenacrosghe state
1989 women
Kalaignar Magalir Economic Monthly financial Covers~1.3crore
Urimai Thittam empowermenbf assistancéo women | womenwith 1, ped O
women month
FreeBus Travel for Mobility andeconomic | Freetravelon state | 682.02crorerides
Women independence transport provided,saving 8 8 8
permonthperwoman
SelfHelp Group Promotew 0 me n & s| Creditandfinancial 1 . lakicrore
Credit Expansion entrepreneurshignd supportfor SHGs disbursed300%increase
economigarticipation over previousdecade
Source: Business Standard i Caste, Social Mobility & How Karunanidhi Shaped the Dravidian
Movement.

Tablei 1, highlights KalaignarM. K a r u n a Dravitliari id@aogydriven social justiceinitiatives,
emphasizing caste equity, w o me netmpowerment, and economic inclusion. The Periyar Ninaivu
Samathuvapuranfacilitated casteintegration by allocating 40% of housesto ScheduledCastes,promoting
social cohesion Educationakeservationsontributedto Tamil Naduachievingoneof | n d ihighésgprimary
school enrolmentrates. Health and food security were strengthenedhrough the Kalaignar Health Insurance
Schemeand Public Distribution System, benefiting millions monthly. Wo m e nefhgowermentprograms,
including Magalir Urimai Thittam and free bus travel, supported~1.3 crore women and 682.02 crorerides,
while SHG credit expansionmobilized 1 . lakB crore, a 300% increase,driving entrepreneurshi@and
financialinclusionstatewide.
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Dravidian Ideology & Social Justice:

o Legacy of Kalaignar M. Karunanidhi Guuueess
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The infographic highlights Kalaignar M. Ka r u n a rDraddman ileplogy driven social justice
initiatives, emphasizingcasteequality, w 0 me endpswermentand welfare for vulnerablegroups.Schemes
like PeriyarSamathuvapurarand Public Food Distribution addressedasteintegrationandfood security,while
educationalreservationsand the health insuranceschemeenhancedaccessto educationand healthcarefor
millions. Womenicentricprogramsjncluding propertyrights, financialaid, free bustravel,and SelfHelp Group
loans, empowerednilli ons, improved mobility, and fosteredentrepreneurshipyith SHG loans seeing300%
growth. Overall, the policiesreflect a comprehensivestatisticallybackedstrategypromoting socialinclusion,
economigparticipation,andgenderequityacrossTamil Nadu.

Kalaignar M. Kar unan Visidniod  E d u c afdr i Aolnl Driving Inclusive SocieEconomic
Transformation in Tamil Nadu
Underthe visionaryleadershipf KalaignarM. Karunanidhi, Tamil Nadumadefi E d u c fartAil daro

cornerstoneof sociagconomictransformation,expandingschools,colleges,and literacy programsto foster
inclusive human development.K a r u n a rgovermerd championedequity and quality in education,
introducing the SamacheerKalvi uniform schooling systemin 2010, which standardizedcurricula across
government and aided schools to ensure equal learning opportunities irrespective of socidgeconomic
backgroundDuring his tenuresas Chief Minister, the statedramaticallyincreasedaccesgo higher education,
with the numberof governmentndaidedcollegesrising from around70 to over 160, significantly broadening
opportunitiesfor studentsfrom rural and marginalizedcommunitiesto pursuedegreesin arts, science,and
professionafields. Karunanidhialsostrengthenedtudentsupportsystemsy doublingscholarshipgor SC/ST,
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BC andMBC studentsproviding free buspassesandconstructinghostelsfor girls, which helpedreducegender
andcastebarriersto education.

Tamil Nadu continued this legacy under subsequentDravidian administrations,reaffirming its
reputationasone of I n d imasbteducationallyadvancedstates.Today,the s t a scleodl systemcomprises
nearly 59,000 schoolseducatingabout1.16 crore studentswith a GrossEnrolmentRatio (GER) closeto or
above 95% at primary and secondarylevels, reflecting neainiversal participation. The emphasison
foundationallearning, through programmegeachingmillions of children with early literacy and numeracy
support,andinfrastructureenhancementis thousans of schoolsdemonstratesngoingcommitmentto quality.

Adult literacy initiatives also build on this foundation.Under the New India Literacy Programme packedby
stateefforts, Tamil Naduhasexceededts targetof 30 lakh adultlearners.empoweringespeciallywomenand
dailyAvage workerswith basicreading,writing, and arithmeticskills. Statisticallygroundedand groundedin
socialjustice, Tamil N a d @dansionof educationabccessfrom primary schoolingto higher educationand
adult literacy, echoesK a r u n a philogdphytbad educationmust be universal,equitable,and empowering,
driving sustainedsociaeconomicprogressacrossthe state.The detailsof the expansiorof educationin Tamil
NaduunderKalaignarM. Karunanidhiaregivenin table-2.
Table -2

Expansionof educationin Tamil Nadu under Kalaignar M. Karunanidhi
S.No. Category Data / Achievements Year / Period
Number of Schools ~59,000schoolg(primaryandsecondary) 2006 2011
StudentsEnrolled ~1.16crorestudents 2006 2011
GrossEnrolment Ratio ~95%at primaryandsecondaryevels 2011
(GER)
Number of Colleges Increasedrom ~70to over 160governmentindaided 2006 2011
colleges
Scholarships& Student Doubledscholarship$or SC/ST,BC, MBC; freebus 2006 2011
Support passeshostelsfor girls
Literacy Programs New India LiteracyProgrammé over 30 lakh adult 2007 2011
learners
Standardized Curriculum SamacheeKalvi systemimplementedacrosgyovernment | 2010
andaidedschools
Gender & Social Equity Focuson girl studentsrural studentsandmarginalized 2006 2011
Measures communities
Source: Government of Tamil Nadu Education Department Reports (2006 2011).

UnderKalaignarM. Karunanidhi,Tamil Naduwitnessed significantexpansiorandmodernizatiorof
its educationalnfrastructurebetween2006 and 2011. The numberof schoolsreachedapproximately59,000,
accommodatingaround 1.16 crore studentsresultingin a Gross EnrolmentRatio of ~95% at primary and
secondaryevels by 2011. Higher educationopportunitiesalso expandedwith governmentandaidedcolleges
increasingfrom ~70 to over 160. To supportmarginalizedgroups, scholarshipsfor SC/ST,BC, and MBC
studentswveredoubled,alongsidefree buspassesaandg i rhbstelé promotingboth accessaandretention. Adult
literacy effortsthroughthe New India Literacy Programmebenefitedover 30 lakh learnerswhile the Samacheer
Kalvi systemstandardizedturricula, ensuringquality education.Specialattentionto girls, rural studentsand
marginalized communities strengthenedsocial equity. Overall, these initiatives reflect a comprehensive,
inclusive, and progressiveapproachthat significantly enhancededucationalaccessguality, and equity across
Tamil Nadu.
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Education Expansion in Tamil Nadu:
~ Legacy of Kalaignar M. Karunanidhi
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The infographichighlights KalaignarM. K a r u n a transfonmativeémpact on educationin Tamil
Nadu.Underhis leadershipthe stateexpandedo 59,000schoolsservingl.16 crorestudentsachievinga 95%
GrossEnrollmentRatio in primary and secondaryeducation.Higher educationalso grew significantly, with
collegesincreasingfrom 70 to over 160. Literacy programsreached30 lakh adult learners,while equity
measured suchasfree buspassesgdoubledscholarshipsg i rhbstelé,andsupportfor margiralized group
ensuredbroader access.Overall, the initiatives reflect a comprehensivestrategy promoting accessibility,
inclusion,andquality educatioracrossall levels.

Universal Midday Meal Scheme in Tamil Nadu: Nutrition, Education, and SocieGEconomic
Transformation under Kalaignar M. Karunanidhi

Tamil Na d Waiversal Midday Meal Schemeis a powerful model of how nutritional supportcan
drive educationand social equity. Beginningasa midday mealinitiative in the mid20th century, Tamil Nadu
refined and expandedthe programme over decadesto support child health, schooling, and longderm
development. Under former Chief Minister Kalaignar M. Karunanidhi, the Scheme became more
nutritiondriented.eggsandotherproteirgich itemswere regularlyaddedto mealsto improvec h i | dlietaryn 6 s
intake, benefitingmillions of studentsacrossthe state.Suchenhancementselpedtackle classroomhungerand
reducemicronutrientdeficienciesike anaemiaa major concernnotedin healthsurveys.Today,TamilNa d u 6 s
middaymealframeworkreachesbout4 4 |( @& k B  mtudertsh manethan37,000governmenandaided
schoolseachyear, offering balancedmealsthat meet calorie and protein standardsessentialfor growth and
learning. Studiesshowthat thesemealshavesignificantly increasedschoolenrolmentand daily attendancédy
about10il 5 eXpeciallyamonggirls and children from disadvantagedbackgroundshy providing a strong
incentiveto stayin school.

Beyondnutrition, the Schemealso strengthengducationoutcomesby reducinghunger,studentscan
concentratdetterin class,which correlateswith improvementsn learningandretention.It lowersdropoutrates
and fosterssocial inclusion by bringing children of varied backgroundgogetherat mealtimes.Moreover,the
programmesupportsw o me reraptoymentas cooks and helpers, empoweringfamilies economically. In
essencethe UniversalMidday Meal Schemen Tamil Nadu, shapedsignificantly by KalaignarKar unani dh
focus on nutrition and equity, exemplifieshow food securityand educationincentivescan uplift communities,
improve health indicators,and contributeto lasting sociceconomictransformation.The details of the Key
StatisticsandImpactsof the UniversalMidday Meal Schemen Tamil Naduarepresentedh table-3.
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Tablei 3

Key Statisticsand Impacts of the Universal Midday Meal Schemein Tamil Nadu, 2025
S.N Parameter Details/ Statistics
1 Total StudentsBenefited ~44lakh (4.4 million)
2 Number of SchoolsCovered >37,000governmentindaidedschools
3 Nutritional Components Balancedmealswith rice, vegetablesprotein(eggs,dal)
4. Average Daily Calorie & Protein Intake | ~450 500kcal, 12/ 15 g proteinper meal
5. Impact on SchoolAttendance Increasedy 10i 15%
6
7
8
9.
S

Impact on Enrollment Higherenrollmentespeciallyamonggirls

Health Outcomes Reductionin micronutrientdeficiencieqe.g.,anemia)
Women Employment Significantemploymenftor cooksandhelpers
SocialInclusion Childrenfrom diversebackground®attogether
ource: Tamil Nadu SchoolEducation Department Reports, 2023 (https://www.edurev.in).

The Universal Midday Meal Schemein Tamil Nadu has beena transformativeinitiative, reaching
approximately44 lakh studentsacrossmorethan 37,000governmentindaidedschoolsin 2025.By providing
nutritionally balancedmealscontainingrice, vegetablesandproteinslike eggsanddal, the programensuresan
averagedaily intake of 450/500 kcal and 12115 g of protein per student. This has led to measurable
improvementsn schoolattendancewith increase®f 10i 15%, andhigher enrolimentrates,particularlyamong
girls, highlightingits role in promotingeducatiorandgenderequity.

Key Impacts of the
Universal Midday Meal Scheme in Tamil Nadu

—— Students Benefited Boost in Attendance

44 Lakh
4.4 Million
Students ‘ Increase

Empowering

450-500 kcal | 12-15g Protein ‘ 1000s of Women

@ Better Health & Education for All L‘,_‘/'

| =

Health outcomeshave alsoimproved, with a reductionin micronutrientdeficienciessuchasanemia.
The schemehascreatedsignificantemploymentopportunitiesfor womenascooksandhelpers,contributingto
economicempowermentBeyondnutrition andeducationthe programfosterssocialinclusion,aschildrenfrom
varied social and economicbackgroundssharemealstogether,promoting equality and communalharmony.
Overall,it exemplifiesanintegratedapproacho health,education andsocialdevelopment.
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Kalaignar M. K a r u n a nRurdliDev@lgpmentVision: Infrastructure, Irrigation, and Self-Reliancefor
SocigEconomic Transformation in Tamil Nadu

KalaignarM. K a r u n a wisiod forirubatTamil Nadu emphasizedholistic infrastructure,rrigation
expansionand communityselfzeliance,laying foundationsfor sustainedsociaeconomictransformation His
policies strengthenedPanchayatinstitutions, expandedbasic amenities, and prioritized agriculture and
villagedevel patticipation in development.A hallmark of his approachwas the Anaithu Grama Anna
MarumalarchiThittam (AGAMT), a comprehensiveural infrastructureschemenitiated during 2006 2011 to
developvillage panchayatdy improving roads,streets,water bodies,drainage,and public utilities. AGAMT
hasbeenrelaunchedn recentyearsto coverthousand®f panchayatsvith over 1 , tr&dallocatedin 2022
23 alone to enhancerural habitats. The details of the Kalaignar M. K a r u n a rkay durali dévslopment

initiatives arestatedn tablei 4.

Table-4

Kalaignar M. Ka r u n a nkeydunai diewelopmentinitiatives

Program/Initiative

Objective

Key Features/
Achievements

Budget/ Scale

Impact

Anaithu Grama
Anna Marumalarchi
Thittam (AGAMT)

Rural
infrastructure
development

Roadsgstreets,
drainagewater
bodiesvillage
amenities

1, @
(2022 23)

Enhancedjuality
of life in 2,544
villages

Poigai Dam & Other
Irrigation Projects

Ensurewater
availability for
agriculture

Dams,reservoirs,
canalnetworks

Multi-crore
investmenbver
years

Irrigateshundreds
of acres;supports

livelihoodsof tail-

endfarmers

Namakku Naame
Thittam

Community
participation
andselfreliance
in development

Cofinancingand
co-
implementation
of rural projects

1 SrOre
(recentbudget)

Strengthenetbcal
governanceroads,
bridges public
assetsmproved

Canal Desilting &
Water Management

Increase
irrigation
efficiencyand
wateraccess

Desilting,
maintenancef
irrigation canals

Statewide
implementation

Desilted5,400km
of canals;
benefited2.1lakh
farmers

Panchayat
Empowerment

Decentralized
governancdor
rural
development

Capacity
building,
decisionmaking
poweratvillage

Partof state
rural
development
budget

Improved
planningand
implementatiorof
local development

level projects
Source: Tamil Nadu Rural Developmentand PanchayatRaj Department, Government of Tamil Nadu
(tnrd.tn.gov.in).

Irrigation and water resourcedevelopmentunder Karunanidhiincluded critical projectssuch asthe
Poigai Dam in Kanniya kumari district. Commissionedn 2000 underhis leadershipjt irrigateshundredsof
acres of agricultural land, delivering regulated water suppliesto tailZnd farmers and supporting local
livelihoods. Beyond individual structures, his government systematically promoted dam and reservoir
constructiorthroughoutTamil Naduto stabilizewateravailability anduplift agrariancommunitiesKarunanidhi
alsoadvancedeliZelianceandcommunityengagementia NamakkuNaameT hittam, which mobilized citizens
to cadinanceandcodmplementrural infrastructureprojects.

This modelhasenduredandexpandedwith recentbudgetsor the schemencreasedrom 1 @rOres
to 1 Si@resto supportroads,bridges,and public assetghroughlocal participation.The combinedeffect of
these initiatives has been measurable.Contemporary governancereports indicate that targeted rural
infrastructureand irrigation efforts, rootedin K a r u n a frameévwork€centributedto agricultural growth
averagingb.56%per year between2021 25, alongsidencreasectultivatedareaanddesiltingof over5 , 4 0 0
of canals benefiting more than 2.1 lakh farmers. In short, Ka r u n a mruradl dirateypfused stateded
infrastructureinvestmentparticipatoryschemesandirrigation modernizatiorto strengthervillage economies,
enhanceconnectivity,andfoster selizeliance,settinga paradigmthat continuesto drive inclusive development
acrossTamil Nadu.

k m
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Kalaignar M. Karunanidhi's Rural Development Vision:
Infrastructure, Irrigation, and Self-Reliance for Socio-Economic Transformation in Tamil Nadu

Anaithu Grama Anna Poigai Dam & Namakku Naame Thittam
Marumalarchi Thittam (AGAMT) Irrigation Projects
: - oﬁt
i 2 ‘I’ﬂ'

+%1,155 Crore (2022-23) & Water for Agriculture A Community Participation

Improved Infrastructure Irrigates Hundreds of Acres £3 £150 Crore Recent Budget
in 2,544 Villages ‘ﬁi.\ S & %

Canal Desilting & Water Management Panchayat Empowerment

i, 5,400 km Canals Desilted m Local Governance Strengthened

a4 Benefits 2.1Lakh Farmers 3’5 Grassroots Development

KalaignarM. K a r u n a ruialdidveélopnseninitiatives havesignificantlytransformedramilNa d u 6 s
villages, combininginfrastructurejrrigation, communityparticipation,and governanceeforms. Programdike
Anaithu GramaAnnaMarumalarchiThittam (AGAMT) upgradedoads,drainageandvillage amenitiesin over
2,500villages, directly enhancingquality of life. Irrigation projects,including Poigai Dam and canaldesilting,
ensuredvateravailability for agriculture benefitingover 2.1 lakh farmersandsustainindivelihoods, especially
of tail-endfarmers.The NamakkuNaameThittam promotedco-financingand active communityparticipation,
strengtheninglocal governanceand accountability, while Panchayatempowermentinitiatives enhanced
decisionmaking capacity at the village level, improving planning and executionof developmentprojects.
Collectively, theseinitiatives reducedrural infrastructuredeficits, increasedagricultural productivity, fostered
economic selfreliance, and encouragedsocial cohesionthrough participatory devdopment. Kar unani dh
integrated approach demonstratesthat strategic investment in infrastructure, water management,and
decentralizegjovernanceansustainablyplift rural communitiescreatingbotheconomicandsocialresilience.

Kalaignar M. Karunanidhi and the Modernization of Tamil Nadu: Urban Planning, Transport, and Civic
Infrastructure asCatalystsof SociecEconomic Transformation

KalaignarM. K a r u n a widiodanyleddershidaid foundationalblocksfor Tamil N a d wréamand
infrastructuretransformation,particularly in planning, transportand civic amenities.As Chief Minister, he
institutionalisedstructuredurbandevelopmenby creatingthe Tamil Nadu Urban Habitat DevelopmenBoard
(originally the Slum ClearanceBoard)in 1970to systematicallymprove slum dwellingsand provide hygienic
housingfor impoverishedurban residentsthe first suchboardin India. Ka r u n a initiadiies were not
limited to housing.He championedextensivetransportmodernisationby nationalsing and expandingstate
transport services,making them amongthe most extensivein India during his tenure.He also pioneered
linkZoad connectivityfor villages with populationsover 1,500, boostingruraldirban linkagesthat catalysed
economicgrowth. City planningunder his governanceemphasisecequitableaccessabolition of handpulled
rickshawsandthe provisionof rehabilitatedalternativesmprovedurbanmobility anddignity of labour.
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Contemporarygovernancein Tamil Nadu, inspired by K a r u n a rdéveldpmeitalethos, underscores
substantialinvestmentin modern infrastructure.In the last few yearsalone,over 3 6, 0 O Basleeenor e
committed to urban transformation,including 9 , 0 0 O forc drirkingewater projects reachingmore than

1. 2 peopterard 4, 6 7 3for gpgradingd , 0 0 @f ukban roads, strengtheningransportand civic
frameworks. Projectslike the Muthamizh Arignar Kalaignar M. Karunanidhi IntegratedBus Terminusin
Tiruchirappalli,one of the first airZ£onditionedbusterminalsin the state,reflect enduringlegaciesn transport
infrastructure. Thesepolicies demonstrate systemdevel approachto planning:integratinghousing,mobility

and servicesto supportrapid urbanisation,enhancingquality of life, and reinforcing economicgrowth. By
combining strategicinvestmentswith institutional reforms, K a r u n a frameéwoik éhapedTamil Na d u 6 s
cities into moreinclusive andfunctional spaces|aying groundworkfor ongoingmodernizationThe detailsof
theKey UrbanDevelopmenandInfrastructurdnitiatives underKalaignarM. Karunanidhiarestatedn table-5.

Table -5

Key Urban Developmentand Infrastructure Initiatives under Kalaignar M. Karunanidhi

Sector

Initiative / Project

Impact / Coverage

Investment/ Statistics

Housing & Slum
Clearance

Tamil NaduUrban
HabitatDevelopment
Board(1970)

Improvedslum dwellings;
providedhygienic
housing

Coveredakhsof urban
poor

Transport

Expansion&
nationalizatiorof state
transportservices

Extensivecity and
intercity connectivity

Millions of daily
commutersenefited

Rural-Urban
Link Roads

Connectivityfor villages
with population>1,500

Enhancedural-urban
economidntegration

Thousand®f km of
roadsconstructed

Civic Amenities

Abolition of handpulled
rickshawsrehabilitation
programs

Improvedurbanmobility
andlabordignity

Supportechundredof
workers

Modern Urban
Infrastructure

IntegratedBus Termini
(e.g., Tiruchirappalli)

Air-conditioned
terminals,jmproved
passengefacilities

Thousandsf daily
travelers

Drinking Water
& Urban Roads

Statewide upgradesn
urbaninfrastructure

Accesdgo cleanwaterfor
1.2crorepeople,9,000
km urbanroadsupgraded

3 6 , cfhi@total;

9, Ordredrinking
water, 4, 6rare3
roads

Source: The Hans India, TN showcasesRs 36,000 crore urban transformation drive asCM St a |l
Dravidian model of governance.

Kalaignar M. K a r u n a mribath deivefogmentand infrastructureinitiatives profoundly reshaped
Tamil N a d wiies, improving living conditions, connectivity, and civic services.The Tamil Nadu Urban
Habitat DevelopmentBoard provided hygienic housing and slum rehabilitation for lakhs of urban poor,
enhancingsocial equity and quality of life. Expansionandnationalizationof statetransportservicesfacilitated
efficient city andintercity mobility, benefitingmillions of commutersdaily, while constructionof ruralurban
link roadsstrengthene@conomidntegrationandmarketaccesgor thousandsf villages.
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Urban Development & Infrastructure Initiatives of
Kalaignar V. Karunanidhi

Housing & Slum Clearance Transport Modernization Rural-Urban Connectivity

e 2559

TN Urban Habitat State Transport Village Link Roads
Development Board (1970) Expansion

22 22 V7 i \N

Lakhs of Urban Poor Housed Millions of Daily Commuters 1000s of Km Roads Built

! - ‘ 7! =

Rickshaw Abolition & Integrated Bus Termini AC Terminals for Travelers
Worker Rehabilitation

Improved Urban Mobility AC Terminals for Travelers /

T4,673 Cr

Drinking Water Projects Urban Roads Upgraded
1.2 Crore People Benefited 9,000 Km Roads Improved

Total Investment 36,000 Crore

Civic reforms,suchasthe abolition of handpulled rickshawsand rehabilitationprograms,improved
urbanlabor dignity. Investmentsn modernurbaninfrastructurejncludingintegratedbustermini, andupgrades
to drinking water supplyandurbanroads,providedcleanwaterto over 1.2 crore peopleandmodernized,000
km of city roads,stimulatingeconomicactivity andreducingurbandisparities.Overall, thesenitiatives boosted
urban livelihoods, improved accessibility,and promotedinclusive growth, demonstratinga strategicbalance
betweerinfrastructuremodernizatiorandsocialwelfare.

Kalaignar M. Karunanidhi and Tamil N a d ulr@dsstrial RenaissanceDriving Manufacturing Growth
and Employment Generation

Kalaignar M. K a r u n & hohgdphlitical leadershiplaid the institutional foundationsthat helped
Tamil Nadu evolve into one of | n d immsh imdustrialised states. His governmentpioneeredindustrial
promotionbodiessuchasthe StatelndustriesPromotionCorporationof Tamil Nadu (SIPCOT)andthe Small
IndustriesDevelopmentCorporation(SIDCO), which createdreadyodise industrial estatesacrossthe state.
Theseinstitutionsenabledbroadbasedmanufacturingnvestmentbeyondtraditional hubs and supportedboth
largecompaniesandsmallerenterprisestherebywideningemploymenibpportunitiesUnderhistenurefrom the
late 1960sthroughthe early 21stcentury, Tamil Nadugraduallytransformedts industriallandscapeHistorical
recordsindicatethatthenumberof factoriesin the statesurgedfrom under7,000in the 1960sto over 40,000by
2010, with total employmentin theseunits rising from about3 . 8 tb evérli 2 |warkebs,reflecting
sustainedob creationlinked to industrialexpansion.

In the contemporaryera, Tamil Nadu continuesthis growth trajectory. As of the 2023 24 Annual
Surveyof Industries,the stateaccountedfor 1 5 . 20t all%actory workersin India, leadingthe countryin
industrial employmentand housing more factoriesthan any other state. Modern policies, regional investor
conclavesandglobal partnershipsavefurther amplified this legacy: recentinvestmentsummitshave signed
hundredsof MoUs worth tensof thousandf crores,with many projectsexpectedto generatel00,006- new
jobs acrosssectordike renewablesnergy,shipbuilding,aerospaceandadvancednanufacturingThe detailsof
the industrialgrowth andemploymentin Tamil Naduin line with KalaignarM. K a r u n a widiod drastated
in table-6.
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Table -6
Industrial growth and employmentin Tamil Naduin line with Kalaignar M. Kar unani dhi 0§
vision
Indicator 1960s | 2010 2023 24 Growth / Observation
Numberof Factories | ~7,000 | ~40,000| N/A Rapidexpansiorover decades
Industrial ~3.8 ~12 Partof 15.24%of Significantjob creation
Employment lakh lakh I n d faetadys
workers
MSMEs N/A N/A ~35lakhregistered Strongmicro, small,andmedium
enterpriseébase
Contributionto N/A N/A ~12%o0fl n d i a 6| Keyindustrialhubof India
ManufacturingGDP manufacturingsDP
JobCreationthrough | N/A N/A 100,000+projected Focuson renewablesnergy,
RecentMoUs jobs aerospacsshipbuilding,
advancednanufacturing

Source: Economic Survey & Industrial Reports, Tamil Nadu.

Tamil N a d undustrial ecosystemoday contributesnearlyl 2 o6 n d imandfacturingGDP, has
more than 3 5 |regikteredMSMES, and engagesover a third of its workforce in industrial activities,
combining growth with employment.Analytically, K a r u n a empHalsisordirssitutional infrastructureand
inclusiveindustrialpolicy setthe groundworkfor a diversified manufacturingoase . This foundationhasenabled
subsequengrowth phaseghat link strong production capabilitieswith sustainedob creation,demonstrating
how strategic policy, investor confidence, and workforce developmentcan jointly fuel socideconomic
transformation.

Industrial Growth in Tamil Nadu: Legacy of Kalaignar M. Karunanidhi

Number of Factories in Tamil Nadu Industrial Employment in Tamil Nadu

14,00,000

140’0070 12,00,000 Over 12 Lakh

10,00,000
~12 Lakh

8,00,000
More
. ~ 3.8 Lakh
4,00,000

2,00,000

2010 2023-24

Under KalaignarM. Ka r u n a wisiod, Tamil 8ladu has emergedas a powerhouseof industrial
growth and employment,combininglargescalemanufacturingwith a robustMSME ecosystemFrom around
7,000factoriesin the 1960sto over 40,000by 2010, the statewitnessedapid industrial expansiongenerating
employmenfor morethan 12 lakh workersandaccountingor over15%of | n d faetabysvorkforce. Therise
of approximately35 lakh registeredMSMEs has strengthenedocal entrepreneurshigliversified production,
and enhancedinclusive economic participation. Tamil Nadu now contributes around 12% to | n d i
manufacturingGDP, establishingitself as a key industrial hub. RecentMoUs targetingrenewableenergy,
aerospaceshipbuilding, and advancedmanufacturingare projectedto createover 100,000jobs, signalinga
forwardlooking industrial strategy. Collectively, theseinitiatives have boostedincome generation,reduced
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regionaldisparities fosteredskill developmentandpositionedthe stateasaleaderin industrialcompetitiveness,
innovation,andsustainableconomiogrowth.
Transport Infrastructure in Tamil Nadu: Kalaignar M. Ka r u n a n Vigloh ifob SocicEconomic
Transformation

Under the visionary leadershipof KalaignarM. K a r u famih N @ dh itrgnsportinfrastructure
underwent significant transformation, combining expansive road networks, metro rail systems, and
comprdensivepublic busservicedo supportthes t a so@o@conomiadevelopmentTheroadnetwork,oneof
the densesin India, connectsurban centerswith rural areas facilitating commercedaily commuting,andthe
efficient movementof goods,with nearly36 million registeredvehicleshighlighting the growing demandfor
mobility. ChennaiMetro Rail Limited (CMRL), a joint venture betweenthe central and state governments,
exemplifiesK a r u n a pmpHdakiondrassrapid transit,with Phasd coveringapproximatelys 4  &nd4d1l
stations,servingmillions of annualcommuterswhile Phasdl, addingaboutl 1 8 akdd?8 stations,aimsto
extendconnectivityto underservedareassuch as Madhavaram,Sholinganallur,and Poonamalleehelping to
decongestroads and promote sustainableurban mobility. Public bus services remain the backbone of
transportationwith plansto expanahefleet from around4,427busesn 2025to over 7,762by 2030andfurther
to about10,151by 2048, increasingdaily ridershipfrom approximate\3 9  Ito® I56 h Icanknliters.

The introduction of electric and CNG buses,including 120 low-floor e-buses,along with lastmile
connectivity services,underscoreshe s t a tom@isnentto cleanerand more inclusive transit. Integrated
planningunderthe ChennaiUnified Metropolitan TransportAuthority aimsto raisethe public transportmode
shareto 60% by 2048,reducetravel times,andlower emissionswhile budgetallocationsfor multimodalhubs
andimprovedlastmile connectivityenhanceverall efficiency.

Analytically, Ka r u n a nleégacy liaid@ sa foundation emphasizing accessibility, equity, and
modernizationand the currentexpansionstrategiesamplify that vision by creatinga balancedand integrated
transportnetwork that continuesto drive Tamil N a d wdciseconomicgrowth. The expansionof transport
infrastructurein Tamil Nadu underthe vision of KalaignarM . K a r uhashadiprdfbuindsociceconomic
and financial impacts.Improved road networkshave enhancecdconnectivity betweenurban centersand rural
areasfacilitating smoothemmovementof goodsandreducingtravel time for commuterswhich in turn boosts
trade,small businessesandagriculturalmarkets.The metrorail systemin Chennainot only easesongestion
but also encouragescommercial developmentalong its corridors, increasing property values, attracting
investmentsand generatingemploymentin construction operationsand ancillary services.The detailsof the
transportinfrastructuredevelgpmentsin Tamil Nadu aligned with KalaignarM. Ka r u n a wisiah lare 6 s
presentedn table-7.

Table -7

Transport infrastructure developmentsin Tamil Nadu alignedwith Kalaignar M. Kar unani d hi

vision

Transport
Mode

Current Status
/ Phase

Coverage/ Fleet

Planned
Expansion

Impact on
Commuters

Roads

Statewide
network

~36million
registeredrehicles

Ongoingroad
wideningandnew
highways

Improved
connectivity,reduced
traveltime

Metro Rail
(Chennai)

Phasd

~54km, 41 stations

Phasdl: ~118km,
128stations

Millions of annual
commutersreduced
congestion

Public Buses

StateTransport
(MTC, TNSTC)

~4,427buseq2025)

Expandto ~7,762
(2030)and~10,151
(2048)

Daily ridershipfrom
~39lakhto ~65lakh

Electric /
CNG Buses

Partial
deployment

120low-floor e
buseshundreds
moreplanned

Gradualfleet
transitionto cleaner
energy

Reducecemissions,
sustainabldransit

Integrated
Mobility

Planningunder
CUMTA

Multimodal hubs,
lastmile
connectivity

Publictransport
modeshareargeted
60%by 2048

Faster efficient, and
equitabletravel

Sources:tnenvis.nic.in; swarajyamag.com;dtnext.in; itdp.in; timesofindia.indiatimes.com.

Publicbusandelectric/CNGbusexpansionpromotesocialequity by providingaffordableandreliable

mobility for low- and middle-income populations,enablingaccesgo education healthcareand employment,
thuscontributingto humancapitaldevelopmentFinancially,investmentsn multimodalandintegratedmobility
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systemgeducerelianceon privatevehicles,lowering fuel consumptiorandmaintenanceosts,while promoting
sustainableurban growth. The adoptionof greenenergybusesfurther mitigatesenvironmentalcosts, cutting
carbonemissionsandreducingpublic healthexpendituresssociatedvith air pollution. Overall,the coordinated
growth of roads, metro, and bus networks strengthensTamil N a d widan and rural economies,increases
productivity, and supports inclusive development. These outcomes underscorethe lasting legacy of
Kar un a mangpdrivisidrsasa driver of both economicefficiencyandsocialwelfare.

Transport Infrastructure in Tamil Nadu:

Kalaignar M. Karunanidhi's Vision

Metro Rail (Chennai)

Phase | — Phase ll —

54 km 118 km

41 Stations 128 Stations Planned
« 36 Million Vehicles

o Expanding Highways

Public Buses

10,151
4,427 7,762

Buses Buses

+ 120+ E-Buses

2025 2030 # 2048 3 2 * Green Fleet Expansion

e Multimodal & Last-Mile Connectivity

The transportinfrastructureinitiatives have also stimulated regional economicintegration, linking
industrialhubs,IT corridors,andagriculturalzones By reducinglogistical bottlenecksandimproving commuter
efficiency, these developmentsenhanceinvestment attractiveness,foster entrepreneurshipand generate
employment,reinforcing Tamil N a d updsiion as a model of balanced,sustainableand inclusive socic
economiagrowth.

Kalaignar M. K a r u n a nVisirhfor d¢Heusing the Poor: Affordable Homesand Slum Redevelopment
asCatalystsof SociaEconomic Transformation in Tamil Nadu

KalaignarM. K a r u n a wisiodfbr haisingin Tamil Nadu wasrootedin socialjustice,ensuringthe
poor haddignified, permanenhomesratherthan makeshifthuts or slums.His emphasisn affordablehousing
andstructuredslumredevelopmeniaid the foundationfor sustainedsociaeconomicupliftmentof marginalised
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communities.Karunanidhiinstitutionalisedslum rehabilitationthrough the creationof the Tamil Nadu Slum
Clearance Board (now Tamil Nadu Urban Habitat Development Board) in 1970, mandating inAitu
redevelopmentatherthanrelocatingresidentdo city fringes. This ensuredslum dwellerscould retainaccesgo
employmentand essentialservices.Early projectsreplacedhuts with multiZtoreyedtenementsjmproving
living conditionsand social dignity. Quantitatively,the s t a hoesing apparatushas delivered substantial
outputs:the HousingBoardandHabitatDevelopmenBoardtogethethaveconstructedver 1.55lakh tenements
benefitingslum and lowZncomefamilies, with the Housing Board aloneresponsiblgor morethan 4.35 lakh
housingunits acrossincomegroups.Thesefigures demonstratéongZerm institutional commitmentstemming
fromK a r u n a policiehTihédstailsof the key housinginitiativesunderKalaignarM. Ka r u n a widsiod hi 6 s
arestatedn table-8.
Table -8

Key housinginitiatives under Kalaignar M. Kar un a nvisidnhi 6 s
S.No. Scheme/ Target Group Number of Financial Key Features/
Initiative Units / Outlay / Achievements
Beneficiaries Year
Tamil Nadu Urbanslum Over 1.55lakh V a rper e| In-situslumredevelopment,
Slum Clearance | dwellers tenements project multi-storeyedenements,
Board Projects accesdo servicegnaintained
Tamil Nadu Low- and Over4.35lakh V a rpeér e| Affordablehousingacross
HousingBoard | middleincome | housingunits project urbanandsemiurbanareas
Projects families
Kalaignar Ruralpoor Target:1 lakh 3, brd@red| Concretehousesfi H rée
Kanavu lllam houseg202526) Tamil Naduby2 0 3 0 0,
Scheme 72,000housesompletecby
mid-2025
Hut-Free Tamil | Rural Nearly8 lakh Partof Replacinghutswith
Nadu Mission householdin hutstargeted overall permanenhomesdirect
need scheme beneficiaryparticipation
Source: Times of India, 2025.

In therural context,the contemporarKalaignarKanavulllam schemenamedin his honour,illustrates
the ongoinglegacy.With anoutlayof 3,500crore,the programmetargetsconstructingl lakh concretehouses
in 202526, contributingto thes t a Wraademmbitionof makingTamil Nadufi h 4 t dyw20630by replacing
nearlyeightlakh hutsidentified statewide By mid2025,over 72,000houseshadalreadybeencompletedunder
the hutdree mission.Analytically, thesehousinginitiativesreflect a dual strategy:institutionalreform for urban
slum redevelopmenanddirect beneficiarysupportin rural areas.The former ensuredhat frameworksexisted
for longderm, scalableaffordable housing, while the latter, through direct cash transfersto beneficiaries,
empoweredindividuals to overseeconstruction,thereby enhancingownershipand reducingimplementation
bottlenecks.Overall, Ka r u n a mausinig philosophy combined structural reform with targetedwelfare,
significantly improving accessto secureshelter and thereby catalysingsociaeconomicmobility for Tamil
N a d pdbrestitizens.

Kalaignar M. Ka r u n a rhaousing inifatves have been pivotal in addressingurban and rural
housingshortagespromotingsocialequity,andimprovingliving standardscrossTamil Nadu.Urbanprograms
underthe Tamil NaduSlum ClearanceBoardprovidedover 1.55lakh tenementshroughin-situ redevelopment,
ensuringaccesdo basicserviceswhile upgradingliving conditions.The Tamil Nadu HousingBoarddelivered
more than 4.35 lakh affordableunits for low- and middleincome families, expandingurbanand semiurban
housingstock.
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Housing Initiatives Under Kalaignar M. Karunanidhi’s Vision

Affordable Homes and Slum Redevelopment in Tamil Nadu

Tamil Nadu Tamil Nadu Kalaignar Kanavu Hut-Free
Slum Clearance Projects Housing Board Units lllam Scheme Tamil Nadu Mission

A O e 0 M-

Over 1.55 Lakh Over 4.35 Lakh Target: 1 Lakh Nearly 8 Lakh Huts
Tenements Housing Units Houses by 2025-26 to be Replaced

4.35 Lakh 8 Lakh

1.55 Lakh

B

In rural areasthe KalaignarKanavulllam Schemeimedto constructl lakh concretehousedy 2025
26, with 72,000completedby mid-2025, supportingthe vision of a i H tFteeTamil Naduby 2 0 3 The ldut-
FreeTamil NaduMissiontargetsnearly8 lakh vulnerablehouseholds;eplacingtemporaryhutswith permanent
homesand promoting direct community participation.Collectively, theseprogramsenhancesocial inclusion,
reduceruraturbandisparities foster economicstability, andimprove healthand safetyoutcomesyeflectingan
integratedapproachto equitableand sustainabldnousingdevelopmentThesehousinginitiatives also stimulate
local economieshy generatingconstructionrelatedemploymentand supportingMSMESs in building materials
and services.By providing secure,permanenthomes,they enhancesocial dignity, enablebetter accessto
educationandhealthcareandstrengthercommunitycohesionK a r u n a wisiod limkis Boasingwith broader
sociaeconomicempowermenandinclusivedevelopment.

Transforming Healthcare in Tamil Nadu: Kalaignar M. K a r u n a nVYistbm forélreclusive Hospitals,
Rural Health, and Medical Insurance

KalaignarM. Ka r u n a misiod fundénwentallyshapedTamil N a d théakh sectorby expanding
hospital infrastructure,strengtheningural health services,and pioneeringinclusive healthinsurance A key
legacyis the Chief Mi n i sCoraprebfiessivaealth InsuranceScheme(CMCHIS), originally the Kalaignar
InsuranceSchemé@ which offers cashlessoverageupto 5 Iper farhily per year,targetingeconomically
vulnerablehouseholdsThe programmehasenrolledover 1 . 4 5 families anel expandedo about 1,800+
empanellechospitalsstatewide significantly reducingoutbfgocketexpensedor major treatmentsStatistical
evidenceshowsthes ¢ h e prefdursdimpact:over8 1  lbemdfitiariegeceivedireecareworth 5, 8 7 8
with morethan2 5 Itreatedin governmentospitalsalone. The 108 ambulanceservicehasreachedhearly
8 0 |peokld including 1 9 | peegnantwomen and ~ 1 4  hcaidemt victims, highlighting improved
emergencyesponsiveness.

Hospital infrastructurehasalso seenquantitativegrowth. Investmentsexceeding 1, 0 0 thelped
establistnew hospitalsand specialtycentres suchasthe Kalaignar CentenarySuperSpecialtyHospital, which
treatedhundredsof thousandsf outpatientsand tensof thousandsf inpatientsin its initial years,showing
strong utilization of advancedcare services.On primary and rural healthcare schemedike Makkalai Thedi
Maruthuvam coveringthousandof sulitentersandrural blocks, broughtdoorstepcareto millions, increasing
early detectionandreducing expenditureburdens Analytically, K a r u n a healthpoliciésadvancedequity
and access:expandingtertiary facilities, embeddingcomprehensivensurance,and strengtheninggrassrots
services. Statistical trends, such as large beneficiary numbers, high expendituresupport, and extensive
emergencyoverageunderscoralurableimpactson healthaccessibilityandfinancialrisk protection,especially
for lowdncomepopulationsThe detailsof the Key HealthandMedical Servicednitiativesin Tamil Naduunder
KalaignarM. Karunanidhiarestatedin table-9.
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Table -9
Key Health and Medical Serviceslnitiatives in Tamil Nadu under Kalaignar M. Karunanidhi

Initiative / Scheme

Coverage/ Reach

Beneficiaries/ Impact

Key Features/
Remarks

ChiefMi ni st er ¢
Comprehensivélealth
Insuranc CMCHIS)

1,800+empanelled
hospitalsacross
Tamil Nadu

1.45crorefamilies; 81
lakh patientdreated

Cashlesgoveragaupto

Fakh perfamily per
year

108 Ambulance
Emergencyservice

Statewide,
includingruraland
urbanareas

80 lakh peopleserved;19
lakh pregnanivomen;14
lakh accidentvictims

Freeemergency
transportandbasic
medicalcare

KalaignarCentenary
SuperSpecialtyHospital

Major urban
hospitalin Chennai

Hundredsof thousand®f
outpatientstensof
thousandsnpatients

Advancedtertiarycare
with specialtyservices

Makkalai Thedi
Maruthuvam(Rural

Thousand®f sub
centersandrural

Millions of rural residents
benefited

Doorstepmedicalcare,
earlydetectionreduced

HealthScheme) blocks
Source:Medical Buyer i CMCHIS Overview.

out-of-pocketexpenses

Key Health and Medical Services Initiatives in Tamil Nadu
————— under Kalaignar M. Karunanidhi

-

Chief Minister’s Comprehensive Health

108 Ambulance Emergency Service
Insurance (CMCHIS) =

B[ \ WA

EMERGERCY

N

\ Free Emergency Medical Transport

CaflE

Makkalai Thedi Maruthuvam

Kalaignar Centenary Super Specialty C S
N g Rural Health Scheme

Hospital

Advanced Tertiary Care in Chennai Doorstep Healthcare for Rural Areas

The healthinitiatives introducedunder Kalaignar M. Karunanidhisignificantly strengthenedramil

N a d satigeconomicandfinancialresilience CMCHIS reducedcatastrophitealthexpenditureby providing
cashless treatment, especially benefiting low- and middleincome families and preventing medical
impoverishmentThe 108 AmbulanceServiceimprovedsurvivalratesandlabor productivity by ensuringtimely
emergencyare,particularlyfor pregnantvomenandaccidentvictimsin rural andremoteareasThe Kalaignar
CentenarySuperSpecialtyHospital enhancediccesq4o advancedertiary care,reducingdependencen costly
private hospitalsand medical travel outside the state. Makkalai Thedi Maruthuvamlowered out-of-pocket
expenseshroughdoorstepcareand early diseasedetection,minimizing incomeloss dueto prolongediliness.
Overall, thesenitiatives promotedequityin healthcareaccessimprovedworkforcehealth,increasedousehold
financial security, and supportediongterm economicdevelopmentby reducing healthrelated poverty and
productivitylosses.

Kalaignar M. K a r u n a nVisibhary 6_eadership in Water Resource Management and Sustainable
Irrigation: Foundationsof Tamil N a d u56cgEconomic Transformation

M. Ka r u n a politidahleadesshipn Tamil Naduleft amarkedimprint onthes t a wateGesource
managementparticularly through irrigation infrastructurethat underpinnedagricultural growth and rural
livelihoods. His era (multiple terms between1969 and 2011) saw the planning and executionof numerous
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irrigation projects,including damsand canal systemsaimed at expandingcultivable land and ensuringwater
securityfor farmers.A notableexampleis the Poigai Dam in Kanniyakumaridistrict, commissionedn 2000
underK a r u n a govednméntitasa storagecapacityof about3.91 million m3 andsupportsrrigation for
over 383 hectareof agriculturalland acrossThovalaiandnearbyareas supplyingwater throughchannelsand
connectedanksto both agricultureandlocal drinking needs Beyondindividual dams,canalsystemsalthough
somepre-dating Karunanidhi,havebeenintegralto Tamil N a d wéter management-or instancethe Grand
Anicut CanalSystemextendsover 1,232km of brand canals,rrigating approximately?.5 lakh acresof delta
land, while the Mettur Dam systemprovidesirrigation and drinking water acrossmore than 12 districts and
supportancillaryreservoirto-ponddistributionschemes.

In recentyearsunder DMK -led governancejargescalerejuvenationworks have revitalised water
infrastructure:917 lakesrejuvenated 88 check damsconstructeddesilting of 5,427 km of canalsand 8,540
minor irrigation tanks,and creationof 2,382new pondsand 2,474 borewells. Thesemeasuresexpandedhe
s t a firrigdiesl areafrom 36.07 lakh ha (202021) to 38.33 lakh ha (202324) and supportedsustained
agriculturalgrowth, with sectorgrowth averagingover 5.5 % annually.K a r u n a emptasisorbireclusive
irrigation planning from major damsto village tanksand checkdams,combinedwith sustainednfrastructure
investment,contributedto improving water availability, stabilising crop yields, and enhancingrural socic
economicconditionsacrossTamil Nadu. The detailsof the Water ResourceManagementnitiatives and Socie
EconomicOutcomeaunderKalaignarM. K a r u n a ¥isiod aregidesin tablei 10.

Table -10
Water ResourceManagementlinitiatives and SocioEconomic Outcomesunder Kalaignar M.

Kar un a nMisidrh i

0s

Component

Key Statistical Evidence

SocicEconomicImpact

Major Damsand
Reservoirs

PoigaiDam storagecapacity:3.91
million m3, irrigates383hectares

Improvedirrigation coverageand
drinking watersupplyin southern
Tamil Nadu

Canal Irrigation
Systems

Canalnetworks(e.g.,Mettur &
Cauverysystemsjrrigateover 25
lakh acres

Stabilisedagriculturalproductionand
reduceddependencen monsoorrains

Tank and Lake
Rejuvenation

Rejuvenatiorof 900+lakesand
desiltingof 8,500+minor irrigation
tanks

Enhancedjroundwaterechargeand
wateravailability for smallfarmers

Sustainable
Irrigation Measures

Constructionof 80+ checkdamsand
2,300+newponds

Reducedvaterwastageandimproved
droughtresilience

Agricultural
Coverage

Irrigatedareaincreasedrom 36 lakh
hato over38lakh ha

Higher croppingintensity,farm
incomegrowth,andrural employment

Economic Outcome

Agriculturegrowth ratearoundsi 6%
peryear

Strengthenedural economyandfood
security

Source: Government of Tamil Nadu, Water ResourcesDepartment and Agriculture Policy Notes(various

Water Resource Management Initiatives in Tamil Nadu
under Kalaignar M. Karunanidhi

Million m*/
Lakh Acres
Number

Poigai Dam
Capacity
(Million m?)

25 Lakh

Acres

38 Lakh Ha

Lakes & Tank
Rejuvenation

Canal Irrigation
Systems

Check Dams
& Ponds

Expansion of
Irrigated Area
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The expansionof dams, canals, and sustainableirrigation systemsinspired by Kalaignar M.
Kar u n a adiod Haspi@ducedsignificantsociceconomicandfinancial benefitsfor Tamil Nadu.Improved
irrigation coveragereduceda g r i ¢ wépendenadnsonsoonrainfall, stabilisingfarm outputandlowering
incomevolatility for rural householdsExpansionof irrigated areato over 38 lakh hectaresenhancedcropping
intensity, boostedfoodgrainproduction,and generatedsteadyrural employmenttherebyreducingpovertyand
distress migration. From a financial perspective,public investmentin water infrastructure yielded high
economicreturnsby increasingagriculturalproductivity, raising farm incomes,and strengtheningllied sectors
suchasagroeprocessingandrural markets Enhancedyroundwaterechargehroughtank andlake rejuvenation
reducedlong-term costs of water scarcity and droughtrelief. Overall, water resourceinvestmentsacted as
growth-inducing capital expenditurereinforcing fiscal sustainabilitythrough higher rural incomes,expanded
tax baseandlongtermresilienceof Tamil N a d agvasianeconomy.

Kalaignar M. K a r u n a nAgdchlturél sVision: Strengthening Farmer Welfare through Subsidies,
Loan Waivers, and Cooperative Movementsin Tamil Nadu
Kalaignar M. Ka r u n a npolitical ileddership profoundly shaped Tamil N a d ua@rgultural

landscapeby prioritizing farmer welfare through targetedsubsidies,cooperativestrengtheningand financial
relief. His policies sought to reduce rural distress, enhanceproductivity, and improve market access,
contributingto structuralsocioceconomictransformationin the state.Oneof K a r u n a tandchdrkméasures
wasthe waiver of cooperativdoansworth 7 , Or@&which directly benefitedover 22 lakh farmingfamilies,
easingindebtednessnd restoring credit accessfor small and marginal farmers. Coupledwith this was the
introductionof no-interestcrop loansfor farmerswho repaidon time, reducingthe high costof cultivation and
encouragindimely financial discipline.To empowerfarmersin selling produce KarunanidhilaunchedJzhavar
Sandhaiq f a r markets)in 1999, which linked about 117 restoredand 45 new markets,enablingdirect
producerto-consumetransactionsndeliminating exploitativeintermediariesThis innovationhelpedstabilize
pricesfor both farmersand consumersimproving rural incomesand market transparencySubsidiesunderhis
tenureextendecbeyondcreditrelief. Procuremeninterventionsaisedthe supportpricefor paddy(e.g., 1,1050

1, pebduintal)andsugarcandéncentivesof 2 , PebtOnne,includingtransportsupport.Thesemeasures
strengthenedrop profitability andencourageagriculturaldiversification.

Kar un a regirdelalsofosteredstrongagriculturalcooperativesa key driver of rural financeand
supportsystemsacrossdistricts. Cooperativecredit societiesbecamecritical in disbursingloans,inputs, and
services,buttressingfarm operationsand collective bargaining.Although later administrationsouilt on these
structureswith expandedcrop loans (e.g., tens of thousandsof crores distributed in recent years), the
foundationalemphasison cooperativesolidarity and subsidydriven supporttracedto Kar un a era.¢thh i 6 s
short, through loan waivers, subsidies,and cooperativemovements,K a r u n a rpolidels sighificantly
alleviatedrural distress,enhaned agricultural productivity, and strengthened a r meconsenidicresilience,
laying an enduringfoundationfor Tamil N a d agdbasiantransformationThe detailsof the Agricultural Support
and FarmerWelfare under KalaignarM. Karunanidhii Key Policy Interventionsand Outcomesare given in
table-11.

Table-11

Agricultural Support and Farmer Welfare under Kalaignar M. Karunanidhi i Key Policy
Interventions and Outcomes

Statistical Evidence

Policy Measure

Analytical Outcomefor Farmers

Cooperative Farm
Loan Waiver

7 , Ordrévaivedbenefiting
nearly22 lakh farmers

Reducediebtburden restored
creditworthinessandimprovedfinancial
stability of smallandmarginalfarmers

Interest-Free Crop
Loans

Zerointerestioansthrough
cooperativegor promptrepayment

Loweredcostof cultivationandreduced
dependencen informal moneylenders

Strengthening
Cooperative
Institutions

Over 4,500PrimaryAgricultural
CooperativeCreditSocieties
functioningacrosghestate

Improvedaccesdo institutionalcredit
andcollectivebargainingpower

Uzhavar Sandhai
( Far méarkets)

Morethan160f a r nmearket
established/restored

Enableddirectfarmerto-consumer
saleshigherpricerealization,and
reducecdexploitation

Price Support and
Input Subsidies

Increasegrocuremenpricesfor
paddyandincentivesfor sugarcane
farmers

Stabilizedfarm incomeandencouraged
sustainedhgriculturalproduction
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Source: Government of Tamil Nadu Policy Notes and Official Publications on Kalaignar M.
Kar un a nAgreciitirad dnitiatives.

The agriculturalsupportmeasuresnitiated underKalaignarM. Karunanidhihada strongand lasting
sociceconomicandfinancialimpacton Tamil N a d wuéakeconomy.Largescalecooperativdoanwaiversand
interestfree crop loanssignificantlyreduced® a r miedebsednesanddependencen informal moneylenders.
Thisimprovedhouseholdinancial stability andincreasedhe capacityof smallandmarginalfarmersto reinvest
in agriculture.As aresult,farm productivityandincomesecurityshowedmeasurablémprovementparticularly
amongvulnerablerural groups. Strengtheningcooperativeinstitutions expandedaccesgo institutional credit
andencouragedollectivedecisionrmaking.

Agricultural Support Measures under Kalaignar M. Karunanidhi

Magnitude / Coverage
8,000 1

7,000
7,000 1
6,000 7
5,000 1

4,000 1

2,000 1

0.
Cooperative Loan  Farmers Benefited Cooperative Societies Uzhavar Sandhais
Waiver (2 Crore) (Lakh) (Hundreds) (Number)

Major Agricultural Interventions

Cooperativeslsoenhancedinancial inclusion by integratingfarmersinto the formal bankingsystem.
The establishmenbf Uzhavar Sandhaisimproved price realization for farmersby eliminating middlemen,
leadingto higher disposabldncomeand betterconsumptionpatternsin rural areas.This positively influenced
nutrition, education spending, and overall living standards.From a macreeconomic perspective,these
interventionsstimulatedrural demand,supportedagricultural growth, and reducedincomeinequalitybetween
rural andurbanareas Public expenditureon subsidiesandloan waiversactedasa countercyclical tool during
agrariandistress,preventinglargescalerural poverty. In short,Ka | a i ammercedtsc policies not only
addressedahortterm financial stressbut also strengthenedhe long-term socieeconomicresilienceof Tamil
N a d agbasianeconomymakingagriculturemoreinclusiveandsustainable.

Empowering Women in Tamil Nadu: Education, Employment, and Safety under Kalaignar M.
Karunanidhi

KalaignarM. Ka r u n a tegadym iT@nd Nadulaid the groundworkfor comprehensivavo me n &
empowermenby strengtheningducationaccessgconomicparticipation,andsafetyinfrastructurekey drivers
of sociceconomictransformation.Tamil Nadu has consistentlyoutperformednational averagesn wo me n &
education.The grossenrolmentratio for womenin higher educationin the stateis 47.3%,well abovel n d i
28.5%, reflecting improved accessand continuity. Initiatives such as the PudhumaiPenn Schemeprovide
targetedfinancial supportto girls, reducingdropoutsand encouraginghigher education.The Naan Mudhalvan
scheméhasledto a35%increaseén w o me highereducationenrolmentn 2025.Wo m e pabtisipationin the
workforceis significant,with 41.4%of thes t a woek®rsecomprisingwomen,higherthanmostindian states.
Programdike the 1, 1 8 BNoanre obidgoyment& SafetyProgramme2024 29) integrateskill training,
entrepreneurshigupport,and STEM centresto enhanceemployability and safety. The details of the Key
Indicatorsof Wo me iEdpowermenin Tamil Naduaregivenin table-12.
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Table-12
Key Indicators of Wo me rEfmmowermentin Tamil Nadu

Indicator Statistical Data Impact / Interpretation

GrossEnrolment Ratio (Higher 47.3% Higheraccesdo educatiorfor
Education) womencomparedo national
averagg28.5%)

Increasein Higher Education +35% Improvedcontinuityandretentionof
Enrolment (Naan Mudhalvan womenin highereducation
Scheme2025)

FemaleWorkforce Participation 41.4% Strongeconomigarticipationacross
industriesandservices

Loan Disbursementthrough 1. 05 | ak h | Financialinclusionand
Women SHGs entrepreneurshigevelopment

SexualAssault Casesper Lakh 1.1(state)vs4.7 Indicatessaferenvironmentor
Population (national) women

Free Bus Ridesunder Magalir 6 82 cridesr e + | Enhancesnobility andreduces
Vidiyal Payanam travel costfor educatiorandwork

Monthly Financial Support 1, pedwdman; Strengthengconomicagencyand
(Kalaignar Magalir Urimai 1. 3 hemeficiarees | householdecisionmaking
Thittam)

Source: Times of India, 2025(compiled from multiple reports on womenempowermentin Tamil Nadu).

Wo me nsélfhelp groups have also contributedto economic growth, with loan disbursements
exceeding 1. 05 | aekforcing financial inclusion and enterprisedevelopment.Safety is central to
empowermentand Tamil Nadureportslower crimeratesagainstwomenthanthenationalaveragewith sexual
assaultcasesper lakh populationat 1.1 comparedto 4.7 nationally. Historical measuresinder Karunanidhi,
includingthefirst w o me pobice unitin 1973,establishec frameworkfor gendersensitivepolicing. Schemes
like Magalir Vidiyal Payanamhaveincreasedmobility for women through free bus travel, resultingin over
6 8 2 ddesandmonthlysavingsof upto 8 & woman.

Financialdignity is further supportedhroughthe KalaignarMagalir Urimai Thittam, providing 1, 00 0
per monthto over 1 . 3 wament;steengtheningheir economicagency.K a r u n a nisiod and flcies
have translatedinto measurableimprovementsin education,employment,and safety for women. While
challengesuchassocialnormsandworkforcequalityremain,Tamil N a d int&@gratedapproachllustrateshow
targetedpublic programscan structurallyempowerwomen and foster inclusive sociceconomicgrowth. The
implementationof education employmentand safetyprogramsunderKalaignarM. Karunanidhihasgenerated
significantsocieeconomicandfinancial benefitsin Tamil Nadu. Increasedaccesgo education reflectedin a
47.3% higher educationenrolmentrate and a 35% rise through the Naan Mudhalvanschemehasimproved
women 6haiman capital, enabling greaterparticipationin the workforce. Femaleworkforce participation at
41.4%demonstratesnhance@dconomidnclusion,leadingto householdncomestability andpovertyreduction.

Financial empowermenthroughw o me sefflselp groups,with 1 . 0 5crote & Kkohns,and the
monthly supportof 1 , @Q.3 crore women, hasstrengthene@conomicagency,enablingentrepreneurial
activitiesandreducingdependencen informal credit. Mobility improvementshrough6 8 ore+freebusrides
have facilitated accessto educationand employment,reinforcing gender equality in opportunity. Safety
measuresincluding lower sexualassaultrates(1.1 per lakh Vs. 4.7 nationally) and gendersensitivepolicing,
havecreateda secureenvironmeniconduciveto w o me acfiveparticipationin publiclife. In short,integrated
policiesin education,employment financial support,and safetyhave createda synergisticeffect, improving
human capital, economic participation, and social well-being. These measuresnot only uplift individual
householddut alsoenhancestatelevel economicproductivity, socialequity, andlong-terminclusivegrowth in
Tamil Nadu.

www.globlp.com Copyright © GJIBR 2026, All rights reserved




Global Journal of International Business Research (GJIBR)
ISSN (Online) 19338471 ISSN (Print) 1933412
2026, Volume 3, Issue 1

Key Indicators of Women’s Empowerment in Tamil Nadu

Higher Education Enrolment Female Workforce Participation

> 173% O 41.4%

g +35% Increase ‘\ /i Economic Inclusion

Loans to Women SHGs Crime Rate (Sexual Assault Cases)

&I}Hﬂ’ 31.05 Lakh Crore 1.1 vs 4.7 ationa)

(17
—\

) Enterprise Development Safer Environment

Free Bus Travel Monthly Financial Aid

682 Crore+ Rides ’/\ 31,000 /Month

v j N
Increased Mobility v -\ 1.3 Crore Women

Economic Empowerment

Kalaignhar M. Karunanidhi and the Rise of Tamil N a d UT6 Gorridors: Driving the Digital Economyand
SociaEconomic Transformation

In the visionary leadershipof Kalaignar M. Kar u fanil Natllamergedas a competitive
knowledgeeconomyhubin India. Hisa d mi n i s danyadoptianof 6nsof | n d first §tatelT policiesin
1997 laid a strong foundation for technolog¥iriven growth, balancingserviceded expansionwith social
developmentThe IT Corridor on Old MahabalipuranmRoad (OMR) in Chennai,anchoredby TIDEL Parkd
launchedn 2000asoneof A s i lar§estlT parksd attractedglobal IT/ITeS companiesandbecamea major
center for high-value service exports, generatingemploymentfor hundredsof thousandsand contributing
significantlyto the stateGDP.BeyondChennai ELCOTZ&levelopedT parksin tierZ citiessuchasCoimbatore,
Madurai, Salem, Trichy, Tirunelveli, and Hosur decentralizedtechnological opportunitiesand promoted
regionaleconomicdevelopmentC o i mb alT expetécossed 1 5, 0 0i F ¥ r 226 creatingover
120,000direct jobs and establishinghe city asa leadingtierZ technologyhub. This expansioninto emerging
sectorssuchasAl, cloudcomputing,andanalyticsfurther strengthenthes t a globabcempetitiveness.

Analytically, the IT corridorsand technologyparks contributedto a diversified economicstructure,
complementingnanufacturingwith servicesandenhancingesilience.They leveragedocal humancapital by
providing high-skilled employmentfacilitatedinclusiveregionaldevelopmenby reducingurbanconcentration,
andintegratedTamil Naduinto global digital valuechainsthroughforeigninvestmentsK a r u n a foresighti 6 s
in technologyas a growth enginenot only initiated the IT corridor phenomenorbut also anchoreda digital
economystrategythat continuesto drive sociceconomicmodernizatiorandelevateTamil N a d pdsisonasa
nationallT leader.Thedetailsof theIT Corridors,TechnologyParks,Exports,andEmploymentin Tamil Nadu
arepresentedh talde -13.
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Table -13
IT Corridors, TechnologyParks, Exports, and Employmentin Tamil Nadu

City / Major IT Parks/ FY 2024251T Employment Key Sector
Corridor SEZs Exports ( Crore) Generated Focus
(Approx.)
Chennai TIDEL Park, 1,50,000+ 3,00,000+ IT/ITES,
(OMR) SIPCOTCyberCity Software
Services
Coimbatore | ELCOTIT Park, 15,000 1,20,000 IT /ITES,Al,
Tidel Coimbatore Analytics
Madurai ELCOTIT Park 4,500 35,000 IT / Software
Services
Trichy ELCOTIT Park 3,800 30,000 IT / Software
Services
Hosur ELCOTIT Park 2,500 25,000 IT/ITES
Salem ELCOTIT Park 2,000 20,000 IT/ITES
. Tirunelveli ELCOTIT Park 1,500 15,000 IT/ITES
ource: India Briefing.

IT Corridors and Technology Parks in Tamil Nadu ¢

Driving the Digital Economy & Socio-Economic Transformation

Chennai IT Corridor

/'@ Coimbatore N

215,000 Cr Exports 7 Q Hosur
1,20,000 Jobs i ?2'500 G EXPOFtS
ey > @® 25,000 Jobs
= e S o / . \\ 2l
= __ Rajiv Gandhi Salai OMR) — — — [ Q Madurai | ,

B 24,500 Cr Exports 2 2 " QTrichy
22,500 Cr Exports
TIDEL Park & SIPCOT Cyber City 35,000 Jobs 2 - ooésjt:

&= 31,50,000+ fo’o’ 300,000+ | | frpiem o

22,000 Cr Exports ; -
Jobs . 20,000 Jobs : [ Q Tirunelveli

B T A 2 21,500 Cr Exports
@ [3 @ : 15,000 Jobs

IT/ ITeS Al & Analytics  Global Connectivity

~

Crore Exports

The developmentof IT corridors and technologyparksin Tamil Nadu, initiated under Kalaignar
M .Karunanidhi, has had a profound sociceconomicand financial impact. Economically, the ChennailT
Corridor andtier2 hubslike Coimbatore,Madurai, and Trichy havediversifiedthe s t a teweusstreams,
reducing overdependenceon manufacturingand agriculture. IT exports exceeding 1 .lakh crore from
Chennaiand significant contributionsfrom tierZ2 cities have strengthenedoreign exchangeearningsand
attractedglobal investment Employmentgenerationover 3 lakh in Chennaiand 2.5 lakh in tier2 hubs has
enhancecouseholdncomes,reducedurban migration pressureand fosteredskill developmenin emerging
technologiesuchasAl, cloud,andanalytics.Socially, theseinitiatives haveempoweredocal talent, promoted
inclusiveregionalgrowth,and increasedccesgo high-payingjobs outsidemetropolitancentersOverall,the IT
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infrastructure catalyzed by Ka r u n a npolidiési dénsonstratesa strategic blend of technological
modernizationfinancialgrowth,andsociceconomicupliftmentin Tamil Nadu.

Environmental Conservationand SustainableDevelopmentin Tamil Nadu: In the Vision of Kalaignar M.
Karunanidhi

Environmentakonservatiorin Tamil Nadu,inspiredby theinclusive sociceconomicvision associated
with KalaignarM. K a r u n a era,lthéevolveslinto a strategicblendof afforestation pollution control, and
sustainablairbanplanningthatunderpindongZerm growth andquality of life. Although specificenvironmental
schemesof Kar un a ntanuen(pré?911) are less documentedin mainstreamsources,the st at e 6 s
environmentatrajectoryreflectsfoundationshe helpedshape suchasprioritising public welfare,housing,and
urbandevelopmentintot o d aopustgreengovernancdramework.Afforestationandgreencoverexpansion
havebecomecentralto Tamil N a d wlitnateagendaRecentstateeffortshaveresultedn the plantationof over
108 mireedanidiherestorationof 3 , 6 1d mdngrovescontributingto an expansiorof forestandtree
coverbynearlyl , 0 0 etvieem2021and2023,boostingcarbonsequestratioandbiodiversityconservation.
This scaleof greeningsupportsecologicalresiliencewhile aligning with socicgconomicgoalssuchas rural
employmentandclimateadaptation.

Pollution controlinitiatives havestrengthenedegulatoryandtechnologicakapacitiesThe Tamil Nadu
Pollution Control Board (TNPCB) now operatesrealdime water monitoring across major rivers (e.g.,
Kalingarayan Canal, Bhavani, Noyyal) and manageshazardousand biomedical waste through integrated
systemsreducingindustrial and urban pollution. Manjappaivendingmachines(203 units across38 districts)
havedistributed4 . 2 cloth Badps,cutting singlediseplasticsandraising public awarenessSustainablairban
planningis evidentin initiatives like the ChennaiMetropolitan Area masterplan, aiming for balancedgrowth
with A b Ifeeeni n f r a s tomamadewateretransport,and openspacesPublic greenspacesuchasthe
KalaignarCentenaryPark(6.09 a c in €rennaiembodythis ethos,providing urbanecosystemshat enhance
quality of life. Together,theseanalytical strandsshow that conservationin Tamil Nadu is not isolated but
integratedwith sociagconomictransformationexpandinggreencover, controlling pollution with datatiriven
tools, andembeddingsustainabilityinto urbanplanningfor equitableandresilientdevelopmentThe detailsof
the EnvironmentalConservationnitiativesin Tamil Naduarestatedn tablei 14.

Table -14
Environmental ConservationInitiatives in Tamil Nadu
Initiative Area Key Actions / Achievements Statistical Evidence/ Impact

Afforestation Plantationdrives,mangrove Over 108million treesplanted;3,610haof
restoration mangrovesestoredforestcoverincreasedy
~1,000km2 (2021 2023)
Pollution Control | Realtime watermonitoring, 203 cloth bagvendingmachinedgistributed4.2
hazardoug biomedicalwaste | lakhbags;reductionin singleuseplastics
management
Sustainable ChennaiMetropolitanArea KalaignarCentenaryPark(6.09acres)
Urban Planning | mastemplan, publicgreenspaces developedblue-greeninfrastructure
implementedor waterandtransport
management
Source: Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board (TNPCB), 2023(tnpcb.gov.in).

The environmentalconservationinitiatives in Tamil Nadu, inspired by the vision of Kalaignar M.
Karunanidhi, have demonstratedsignificant sociceconomic and financial impacts. Afforestation efforts,
including the planting of over 108 million treesand restorationof 3,610 ha of mangroveshave not only
enhancedcologicalresiliencebut alsogeneratedemploymentopportunitiesfor rural communities particularly
in tree planting and maintenancerograms.This hascontributedto income security and poverty alleviation in
marginalizedareas.Pollution control measuressuch asreaktime water monitoring, waste managementand
distribution of 4.2 lakh cloth bags,havereducedpublic healthrisks associatedvith contaminatedvater and
singleuse plastics. The economic savings from lower healthcarecosts and improved labor productivity
highlight atangiblefinancial benefitto both householdaindthe stateeconomy.
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Environmental Conservation Initiatives in Tamil Nadu

In the Vision of Kalaignar M. Karunanidhi

— Afforestation ————

= 108 Million Trees Planted

Plantation Drives &
Mangrove Restoration | = 3,610 ha Mangroves Restored

= ~1,000 km’ Increase in Forest Cover
(2021-2023)

—— Pollution Control ———
-

Water Monitoring & = 203 Cloth Bag Vending Machines

Waste Management = 4.2 Lakh Cloth Bags Distributed;
Plastic Reduction

—— Sustainable Urban Planning ——
. Kalai Park (6.
= o Ch o e = Kalaignar Centenary Park (6.09 Acres)
<X & Green Spaces = Blue-Green Infrastructure Development
——————

e ————

Sustainableurban planning, exemplified by initiatives like Kalaignar CentenaryPark and blue-green
infrastructuren Chennaihasincreasediurbanlivability, boostedtourism,andelevatedpropertyvaluesin green
zones. Theseinterventionsalso reduce long-term infrastructural costs relatedto flooding, heat stress,and
environmentaldegradationln short, collectively, Tamil N a d unfegratedenvironmentalstrategiesenhance
social welfare, health, and employment,while providing financial benefits through reducedenvironmental
damageandimprovedeconomicproductivity, illustrating a modelwhereecologicalconservatioralignsclosely
with sociceconomiadevelopmenandlongtermfiscal sustainability.

Energy and Power Developmentin Tamil Nadu: Electricity Accessand Renewable Initiatives under
Kalaignar M. Karunanidhi

Energyandpowerdevelopmentn Tamil Nadu,shapedsignificantly by visionaryleadershigncluding
KalaignarM. Karunanidhireflectsa stronganalyticaltrajectoryof expandingelectricity accessandrenewable
energy integration that has driven sociaeconomic transformation. Under successivestate governments
influencedby K a r u n a empbasisordirsdustrializationand rural welfare, the stateconsistentlyincreased
electricity access,contributing to higher agricultural productivity, householdelectification, and industrial
competitivenessTamil N a d uofakinstalled electricity capacityreachedover 4 3 ®yWar c h wah 2 5,
renewablegontributingabout5 8 . 6f th&dcapacity,up from about4 4 . ¥ 2047 18, indicatinga strategic
pivot from thermalto cleanenergysourceghatalignswith sustainablelevelopmengoals.

Analytically, the renewableenergy surge has been both quantitativeand structural. Wind energy
remainsdominant,with installed capacityexceedingl 1 . 7 widl&/solar capacityexpandedsharplyfrom a
negligible basein the early2010sto over1 0  ®WR025,reflectinga growth rate exceedings , 0 Od®er &b
decade.n the fiscal year 2024 25 alone, Tamil Nadu addednearly2 Gdisolarandover 1 ~ GaiVwind
capacity,demonstratingsustainednvestmentand policy support. This has enabledrecord generationlevels,
both wind andsolarhaveachievedhistoric output peakswith daily wind generatiorsurpassing , 9 0 OandMW
solarreachingover 6 , 5 0 Oon pEAkdays underscoringgrid integrationimprovementsand technological
scaling. Electricity accessacrossurban and rural areashas beenbolsteredby expandedgrid networksand
supportive schemes,improving reliability and reducing power deficits. Renewabledeploymenthas also
contributedto economidbenefitsthroughlocal job creation,industrialinvestmentsandreducedcarbonintensity
of the power sector.As Tamil Nadutargetsanadditionall 2  @f\Wnewablesn the nextfive yearsandaims
for highersharesof greenpower,theanalyticalevidenceunderscores model of energytransitionthatenhances
energysecuritywhile fosteringinclusive sociaceconomicdevelopmentThe detailsof the Electricity Accessand
RenewabldenergyDevelopmentn Tamil Naduaregivenin table-15.
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Table -15
Electricity Accessand RenewableEnergy Developmentin Tamil Nadu

Indicator 201718 | 202425 Observations/ Impact

Total Installed 36.5 43+ Steadygrowthin generatiorcapacitysupporting
Capacity (GW) industrialandhouseholdenergyneeds

Shareof Renewable | 44.7 58.6 Significantshift from thermalto greenenergy,
Energy (%) promotingsustainability

Wind Energy 9.5 11.7 Maintainsdominancesupportgeakload,and
Capacity (GW) reducescarbonfootprint

Solar Energy . 10+ Exponentialgrowth( & 6 , n6rénse),
Capacity (GW) contributingto energysecurityandjob creation

PeakWind , 5,900 Enhancedyrid integrationandreliability
Generation (MW)

Peak Solar 6,500 Reflectsscalingof technologyandpolicy-driven
Generation (MW) adoption

Rural & Urban 92 99+ Improvedelectrification,reducingpowerdeficits
Electricity Access andenhancingociceconomiadevelopment
(%)

Source: Tamil Nadu Energy DevelopmentAgency(TEDA) & State RenewableEnergy Reports, 2025.

The expansiorof electricityaccessandrenewablesnergyinitiativesin Tamil Naduunderthe vision of
KalaignarM. Karunanidhihashad profoundsocieeconomicandfinancialimpacts.Widespreactlectrification,
with rural accessrising from 9 2 62017 18 to over 9 9 i62024 25, hasimproved householdliving
standardsenhancedducationabutcomesand supportedncomegeneratingactivitiesin rural areasIndustrial
and commercialsectorshave benefitedfrom a more reliable power supply, reducingproductionlossesand
encouragingnvestmentswhich hasstrengthenethes t a éc@andnsccompetitiveness.

Electricity Access and Renewable Energy
Development in Tamil Nadu

2017-18 _

Total Installed
Capacity

Share of Renewable
Energy ’

Wind Energy
Capacity

1~
Solar Energy
Capacity

Peak Wind
Generation

Peak Solar
Generation

Electricity
Access
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Electricity Access and Renewable Energy Development in Tamil Nadu

Total Installed Capacity (GW) Share of Renewable Energy (%) Share of Renewable Energy
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J 0.16
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/1 5,900 = 6,500 999,
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Renewableenergydevelopmentparticularlythe surgein wind (from 9 . 5 t@GIWL . 7 ar@@lédjar
capacity(from0 . 1 6 toGOV+ @a¥Yeneratesignificantemploymentopportunitiesyangingfrom project
constructionto operationsand maintenancetherebyboostinglocal economies.The increasedshareof clean
energyto 5 8 . Basr#duceddependencen costly thermal power, lowering fuel import costsand mitigating
carbonemissions,which translatesinto longterm financial savingsfor both the stateand consumersPeak
generationimprovements(wind 5, 9 0 0 sod\8,, 5 0 0 havasirengthenedyrid stability, allowing for
more consistentelectricity supply. Overall, these interventionshave enhancedenergy security, industrial
productivity, rural empowermentandenvironmentabkustainability,demonstratinghat strategicenergypolicies
are a catalys for inclusive sociceconomicdevelopmentwhile also providing measurabldinancial benefits
throughefficiencygains,costsavingsandclimatemitigation.

Kalaignar M. Karunanidhi: Championing Tamil Language, Arts, and Cinema for SocieEconomic
Transformation

Muthuvel Kalaignar M. Karunanidhifundamentallyshapedthe preservatiorand promotionof Tamil
language, arts, literature, and cinema, anchoring cultural identity into Tamil N a d usdcig&conomic
transformation As a prolific writer of screenplay$75 films), 15 books, 20 dramas,210 poemsand numerous
speecheshis literary output not only enrichedTamil literary heritagebut was deliberatelyusedto reinforce
social reform, rationalistthought,and linguistic pride; the Tamil Nadu governmenthasnow nationalisechis
works, making them publicly accessiblego strengthencultural memoryand accessKarunan i d Itinefhatic
contributionspeginningwith films like Thirumbi Paar(1953)andNeethikkuThandana{1987),wherehewrote
dialoguesand scripts, played a strategicrole in embeddingsocidpolitical narrativeswithin popular culture,
helping Tamil cinemabecomea vehiclefor identity andreform. Scholarsnotethat Dravidian cinemaunderhis
influence fundamentallyintertwined language,politics, and popular art, shaping mass consciousnessand
expandinglramil linguisticreach.

Statistically, cultural promotion hastranslatedinto measurableengagementat recentliterary events
suchasthe ChennailnternationalBook Fair, 90 out of over 200 Indian authorspublishedinternationallywere
Tamil writers, with participationfrom 150+global publishersandagentsrom 102 countriesjndicatinggrowing
worldwide interestin Tamil literature.Beyondlettersandfilms, stateled efforts continuethe legacythrough
systematicnationalisationof literary works (179 scholarworks so far with 1 4 . 4 2in royalties),@nd
festivals and awards like Kalaimamanithat recognize excellenceacrossdiverse art forms. Analytically,
Kar un a cultwahste@asdshipwvas not symbolic alone but functionedas sociadeconomicinfrastructure:
embeddingTamil in education,media, and policy strengthenedinguistic identity as an economic asset,
encouragingcreative industries, elevating global literary visibility, and fostering cultural tourism. This
integrationof culturewith policy hashelpedTamil Nadusustaina distinct, marketabladentity that contributes

www.globlp.com Copyright © GJIBR 2026, All rights reserved




Global Journal of International Business Research (GJIBR)
ISSN (Online) 19338471 ISSN (Print) 1933412
2026, Volume 3, Issue 1

to social cohesion and broad economic participation. The details of the Kalaignar M. Karunanidhi:
Contributionsto Tamil LanguageArts, Literature,andCinemaaregivenin table-16.

Tablei 16
Kalaignar M. Karunanidhi: Contributions to Tamil Language,Arts, Literature, and Cinema

Indicator Details/ Statistical Evidence Impact / Interpretation
Literary 75films (screenplays)15 books,20 EnrichedTamil literature,
Contributions dramas210poemshumerousspeeches reinforcedsocialreformand
linguistic pride
Cinema Filmslike ThirumbiPaar (1953)and Tamil cinemabecameavehicle
Contributions Neethikkurhandanai(1987),dialoguesand | for sociopolitical awarenesand
scriptswritten mMassconsciousness
Global Literary ChennainternationaBook Fair: 90 Tamil | Increasedylobalvisibility of
Engagement writersout of 200+Indianauthors;150+ Tamil literatureandcultural
global publisherdrom 102 countries exchange
Nationalisation of | 179literaryworksnationalised; 1 4 . 4 | Preservedamil literary heritage
Works croreroyaltiesallocated andenhancegbublicaccess
Recognition of Awardslike Kalaimamanj cultural Promotedexcellencen arts,
Arts festivals strengthenedulturalidentity
SocicEconomic Integrationof languagearts,andpolicy Boostedcreativeindustries,
Impact into educatiorandmedia culturaltourism,andsocial
cohesionn Tamil Nadu
Source: Timesof India i Stalin announcesnationalisationof M. Ka r un a nwortsh i 6 s

KalaignarM. K a r u n a oultudahstev@asishighadsignificantsocioeconomicandfinancialimpacts
on Tamil Nadu. By promoting the Tamil language,literature, arts, and cinema, he strengthenedinguistic
identity as an economicasset,creating pathwaysfor creative industries, cultural tourism, and educational
initiatives. His literary and cinematicworks, widely diseminatedand nationally recognizedjncreasedoublic
engagementnd literacy in Tamil, indirectly supportingskill developmentand employmentin publishing,
media, and film sectors.The nationalizationof 179 literary works with 1 4 .crér@in royalties not only
preservedcultural heritagebut also generatedfinancial benefitsfor a u t h familisséand encouragechew
writers, expandingheliterary economy.

Kalaignar M. Karunanidhi:
Championing Tamil Language, Arts, and Cinema for Socio-Economic Transformation

Indicator Details / Statistical Evidence Impact / Interpretation

Literary 75 films, 15 books, 20 dramas, 210 poems Enriched Tamil literature, reinforced social reform
Contributions

|, Cinema | Films like Thirumbi Paar (1953), Tamil cinema for socio-political awareness
NI Neethilku Thandanai (1987)

]

L e‘f,‘ e W EECY B Chennai Book Fair: 90 Tamil writers, Increased global visibility of Tamil literature
' -[ Engagement 150+ global publishers

) Nationalisation 179 works nationalised, ¥14.42 crore royalties Preserved Tamil heritage, public access

L) JA EF‘;\"r%“itiO" | Kalaimamani Awards, Cultural Festivals Promoted artistic excellence, cultural identity

Socio-Economic
Impact

| Language, arts in education and media Boosted creative industries and tourism
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CinemaunderK a r u n a mfluehbebebtasnea vehiclefor socialmessagin@ndpolitical awareness,
enhancingaudiencereachwhile fosteringthe film i n d u gytowthy Resognitionprogramslike Kalaimamani
Awards and cultural festivalsincentivizedartistic excellence stimulating local markets,and tourismrelated
revenuesGlobally, Tamil literature gainedvisibility through participationin book fairs, creatingexportand
collaborationopportunities,enhancingTamil N a d sdit power. In short, integratingculture with policy and
socieeconomicplanningturned Tamil heritageinto a tangible economicresource.This approachreinforced
social cohesion,promotedgenderand social equity through media narratives,and strengthenedhe s t at e 6 s
creative economy, positioning Tamil Nadu as a model for leveragingcultural capital for sustainablesocic
economiadevelopment.

Socio-Economic & Financial

——=_Impact Assessment: — —
Inferences from Kalaignar M. Karunanidhi’s Cultural Stewardship

. Creative Industries Global Literary
: Growth ; Visibility S

\ Recognition - . Education & /.
\\&Tourism Revenu5 Z : : % Skill Development
= //‘ ‘ 5 /

\.j-/,f" &

.  Education & /
\ Skill Development//

o
=

TR s
Inference:

Tamil cultural initiatives turned into economic assets, boosting creative
industries, tourism, education, and global recognition, positioning Tamil

Nadu as a model for leveraging cultural capital for sustainable socio-economic
development.

Creative @®< @b Global Literary Education & Education
Industries Q¥ —3 Visibility o@Tourism & Skill
Growth — : Revenue velopment

c&

Transforming Tamil Nadu: Public Works, Infrastructure Expansion,and SocicEconomic Growth under
Kalaignar M. Karunanidhi

Public works and infrastructureexpansionunder Kalaignar M. Karunanidhiplayeda centralrole in
shapingTamil N a d saigeconomictransformatiorby significantly enhancingconnectivity,urbanamenities,
andcivic infrastructureK a r u n a fodusbhroadssbridges,andflyovershelpedknit togetherrural areasand
urbancentresjaying a foundationfor economicgrowth, industrial developmentandimproved quality of life.
Historical datashowsthat during his tenureand subsequenbDMK Zed administrations;Tamil Naduachieveda
road densityof 153 km per 100 sg km, well abovethe nationalaverageof 103 km, which facilitated faster
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movementof goods and people acrossthe state. Bridge constructionwas a key feature of this strategy.
Numerous bridges and causewayswere built to ensureyeaiZound connectivity, reduce isolation during
monsoonsandshortentravel distancesgdirectly benefitingrural economiey improving accesso marketsand
servicesLocal recordsnotethat severalbridgessuchasthe Mayor Muthu Bridge and Sellur Bridgein Madurai
werecompletedduringDMK rule, reflectingsustainednvestmenin essentialinkages.

Infrastructureexpansioncontinuedto evolve underlater DMK governancegmphasizingooth urban
and rural developmentRecentstateinitiatives have seenover 996 new bridgesand 29 railway overbridges
completed, with an additional 41 under construction,demonstratingongoing commitmentto multimodal
connectivity.Roaddevelopmenhasalsobeenrobust:morethan2,100km of roadswerecompletedsince2021,
alongsideupgradesof 5,600km of PanchayatUnion roadsand substantialllocationsfor highdevel bridges,
illustratingthe scaleof public worksinvestment.

Beyond transport,urban civic amenitieshave expandedthrough comprehensiveschemeshat have
completedthousandof road works and other projectsin town panchayatsat a cost of over Rs. 1,500 crore,
contributingto sanitation,lighting, and public spaceimprovement.Collectively, theseinfrastructureefforts
under Ka r u n a rvisiah hand@ager continuity have not only improved mobility and safety but also
underpinnedramil N a d eddreomicresilienceandhigherurbanisationlaying a basisfor sustainedyrowthand
enhancediving standardsacrosshe state.The detailsof the Key Public Works andInfrastructureExpansionin
Tamil NaduunderKalaignarM. Karunanidhiarestatedn table-17.

Tablei 17
Key Public Works and Infrastructure Expansionin Tamil Nadu under Kalaignar M.
Karunanidhi
Infrastructure Type Key Achievements/ Statistics SocicEconomicImpact
Roads Roaddensity:153km per 100sgqkm Improvedconnectivity,faster
(abovenationalavg.103km) transportof goodsandpeople
Bridges Over996newbridgesand29railway Yearroundconnectivity,better
overbridgecompleted ruralmarketaccess
Flyovers Multiple urbanflyoversconstructedn Reducedcongestionimproved
ChennaiandMadurai urbanmobility
PanchayatUnion 5,600km upgradedsince2021 Enhancedural connectivity,
Roads easieraccesso services
Civic Amenities & Roadworksandurbanamenities Improvedsanitation Jighting, and
Public Works projectscostingover Rs. 1,500crore public spaces
Source:DT Nexti Tamil Nadu Road and Infrastructure Development.

The extensive public works and infrastructure expansionin Tamil Nadu under Kalaignar M.
Karunanidhi has had significant sociceconomicand financial impacts, transformingboth urban and rural
landscapedmprovedroaddensity(153km per 100 sgkm) andthe constructionof over 996 bridges,29 railway
overbridges,and multiple flyovers in urban centersfacilitated seamlessconnectivity, reducingtravel time,
transportcosts,and marketinefficiencies.Rural communitiesbenefitedfrom upgradedPanchayatynion roads
(5,600 km since 2021), which enhancecdhccesso education healthcareand markets,contributingto higher
agriculturalproductivity and incomestability. Civic amenitiesprojectscostingover Rs. 1,500 croreimproved
sanitation]ighting, andpublic spacestaisingthe quality of life andsupportingpublic healthinitiatives.

Financially, theseinfrastructureinvestmentsattractedindustrial and commercialactivity, fostering
employmentand boostingstaterevenuethroughenhancedeconomicactivity. Improvedtransportandlogistics
efficiency reducedtransactionand operationalcostsfor businessesgreatinga multiplier effect on the local
economy.Collectively, theseinitiatives strengthenedamil N a d sdtigeconomicresiliencenarrowedurban
rural disparities,and enhancedfiscal efficiency. The combinationof connectivity, accessibility, and civic
improvementunderlinesK a r u n a misiod ¢f intégsateddevelopmentshowinghow targetedinfrastructure
interventionscandrive long-term economicgrowth andsocialupliftment.
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Key Achievements / Statistics | Socio-Economic Impact

153 km per 100 sq km Improved connectivity,

(above national average 103 km) faster transport of
goods and people

Over 996 new bridges & Year-round connectivity,
29 Railway Overbridges completed better rural market access

Multiple urban flyovers Reduced congestion,
in Chennai & Madurai improved urban mobility

lelyovers’

5,600 km upgraded since 2021 Enhanced rural connectivity,
: easier access to services

Projects costing over Rs. 1,500 crore | Improved sanitation,
lighting & public spaces

Civic Amenities & Public Works

The infographichighlightsthe significantexpansionof public works andinfrastructurein Tamil Nadu
under Kalaignar M. Karunanidhi, focusing on connectivity, urban mobility, and civic development.Road
densityreachedl53km per 100sgkm, well abovethenationalaverageof 103km, enablingfastermovemenbf
goodsand peopleand enhancingoverall stateconnectivity. Bridgesinfrastructuresawthe completionof over
996 new bridgesand 29 railway overbridges,ensuringyearround connectivity and better accessfor rural
markets.Urbanmobility improvedthroughmultiple flyoversin Chennaiand Madurai,reducingcongestiorand
facilitating smoothercity traffic. Additionally, Panchayat/nion Roadswitnessedhe upgradeof 5,600km since
2021, significantly improving rural connectivityand accesgo essentialservices.Civic amenitiesand public
works projects,with investmentsexceeding 1, Br@rdenhancedanitation,public lighting, andrecreational
spacescontributingto betterliving conditions.Collectively, theseinitiatives not only strengthenethe physical
infrastructurebut alsocreatedsociceconomiaipple effects,improvingtradeefficiency, urbanrural integration,
and quality of life for residents.The combinaion of quantitative achievementsand qualitative impact
underscorea comprehensivstrategyfor inclusiveinfrastructureled developmenacrossTamil Nadu.
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Overall Socio-Economic & Financial Impact of
Infrastructure Development in Tamil Nadu

under Kalaignar M. Karunanidhi

e Increase in employment & » Enhanced economic
.. \ 2 ")‘
opportunities = activity and tax base

e Growth in logistics
& service sectors

Developmentin
Tamil Nadu

under Kalaignar M. Karunanidhi

o RN

e Increase ip-employment x ' !  Better sanitation, lighting
opportunities S N & public spaces

. Grov.vth in logistics & > & e Higher health & living
service sectors 4 2 . standards

Reduced Rural-
Urban Disparity

e Improved access to education, healthcare & markets
£ e Narrowed economic and infrastructure gaps

The infrastructureinitiatives under Kalaignar M. Karunanidhi significantly boostedTamil Na d u 6 s
socieeconomicand financial landscapeRoaddensityreachedl 53 km per 100 sq km (abovenationalaverage
103 km), over 996 bridgesand 29 railway overbridgesimproved connectivity, and 5,600 km of Panchayat
Union roadswere upgradedenhancingural accessCivic projectsworth Rs. 1,500 croreimproved sanitation
andpublic amenities.Theseinvestmentseduceduralurbandisparities generatedemploymentjncreasedstate
revenue through higher economic activity, and improved living standards.Collectively, the integrated
developmentpproachstrengthene@conomicresilienceandlaid the foundationfor sustainablegrowth across

the state.

Kalaignar M. K a r u n a nlieghdyi Téassforming Tamil Nadu Through Pensions,Disability Benefits,
and Poverty Alleviation Programs

KalaignarM. K a r u n a teadershipaddshe foundationfor Tamil N a d wxiemsivesocial welfare
architecture shapingpensions disability benefits,and poverty alleviation efforts that persisttoday and have
expandedindersuccessivgovernmentsBeginningwith robustpensionframeworksthes t a so&absecurity
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systemcoversold age, widow, disability, destituteand unmarriedwomen categories supportedby central
schemedike theIndira GandhiNational Old Age andDisability Pensionbut significantly enhancedt the state
level to increaseeachandadequacyRecentlythe Tamil Nadu cabinetraisedsocialsecuritypensiongo 1,200
per month and disability pensionsto 1,500, with 74 lakh pendingapplicantstargete for coverageacross
categoriesteflectingthe enduringemphasion incomesupportfor vulnerablegroups.

Kar un a mwelfdrévisidrs also pioneeredintegrative poverty alleviation. The Samathuvapuram
initiative, for example soughtsocialinclusionthroughplannedcommunitiesmixing castesand providing basic
housinginfrastructureto marginalizedgroups,symbolizing castegquitabledevelopmenin the late 1990sand
2000s.Contemporaryapproache$uild on this ethos: Tamil N a d unfegratedWelfare Schemehasidentified
over 12.24 lakh of the pooresthouseholdsvia a comprehensiveState Family Databasegnablingtargeted
assistancacrosshousing,healthinsurancenutrition, credit,andemergencyufferslike the PovertyReduction
Fund, which disbursed 227.67 crore to 2,35,870families in 202526. Disability benefits are strengthened
throughdedicatedpensioncategoriesissuanceof over 612 Unique Disability ID cards,andhealthcaresupport
tied into the Chief Mi n i sconepreldessivéhealth insuranceprogram, expandingfinancial protection for
chronicneedsBeyondpensions,Tamil N a d wélfare boardshavedisbursed 2,460 crore over four yearsin
unorganisedectorsupport,illustrating structuralsafetynetsfor workersandfamilies.Overdl, Kar unani dh
sociagconomictransformationembeddedinclusive support mechanismghat today combine direct income
support,expandednsurance systematigqovertytargeting,andlargescalewelfare provisioning, measurablén
lakhs of beneficiariesand substantiafiscal commitmentsaimedat reducingdeprivationand bolsteringsocial
equity. Thedetailsof the Key Social Welfare Schemedn Tamil NadusuchasPensionspisability Benefits,and
PovertyAlleviation arepresentedhn table-18.

Table -18
Key SocialWelfare Schemesn Tamil Nadu suchas Pensions Disability Benefits,and Poverty
Alleviation

Benefits/ Financial
Support

Scheme/ Program Coverage/ Key Impact

Beneficiaries

74lakh
beneficiaries

1, 12,800permonth Improvedincome
securityfor

vulnerablegroups

Social Security Pensions
(Old Age, Widow,
Destitute, Disabled)

Promotedsocial
inclusionandequity

Provisionof caste
inclusivehousing
communities

Over1 lakh
families

SamathuvapuramHousing
Scheme

12.24lakh

Integrated Welfare Scheme

poorest
households

Accessto housing health
insurancenutrition, credit,
andemergencyupport

Targetechoverty
alleviationand
holistic support

Disability Benefits& UDID
Cards

6.12lakh persons
with disabilities

Pensionshealthcare
supportjnsurance
coverage

Enhancedinancial
protectionand
healthcarexccess

UnorganisedSector
Welfare Boards

Workersin
informal sector

2 , dr@disbursed
overfour years

Financialsafetynet
for unorganised

workers

Source: Times of India.

Thetablei 18, highlightsTamil N a d wdinprehensiveocialwelfareframework targetingvulnerable
andmarginalizedpopulations Social SecurityPensiongeachedr4 lakh beneficiariesproviding 1,200 1,500
per month, ensuringincome security for the elderly, widows, and disabled. The Samathuvapurantousing
Schemebenefitedover 1 lakh families, fosteringcasteinclusive communitiesand promotingsocialequity. The
IntegratedWelfare Schemesupported12.24 lakh of the pooresthouseholdswith housing,healthinsurance,
nutrition, credit, andemergencyaid, achievingholistic povertyalleviation. Disability benefitsand UDID cards
covered6.12lakh personsenhancindinancialandhealthcareaccesswhile UnorganisedSectorWelfareBoards
disbuised 2,460croreover four years,providing a safetynet for informal workers, collectively strengthening
sociceconomiaesilienceacrossTamil Nadu.
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Coverage of Key Social Welfare Schemes in Tamil Nadu

Beneficiaries (in Lakhs)

o
o

Social Welfare Schemes in Tamil Nadu

Table-19

1

na(\ts

Tamil N a d (KKéysSocialWelfare Schemed Under Kalaignar M. Karunanidhi

Scheme Program

Coverage/
Beneficiaries

Benefits/ Financial
Support

Key Impact

Social Security Pensions
(Old Age, Widow, Destitute,
Disabled)

74lakh
beneficiaries

1, 12,800permonth

Improvedincome
securityfor
vulnerablegroups

SamathuvapuramHousing
Scheme

Over1 lakh
families

Provisionof caste
inclusivehousing
communities

Promotedsocial
inclusionandequity

Integrated Welfare Scheme

12.24lakh
poorest
households

Accessto housing health
insurancenutrition,
credit,emergencypupport

Targetechoverty
alleviationand
holistic support

Disability Benefits& UDID
Cards

6.12lakh persons
with disabilities

Pensionshealthcare
supportjnsurance
coverage

Enhancedinancial
protectionand
healthcareiccess

UnorganisedSector
Welfare Boards

Workersin
informal sector

2, dr@disbursed
overfour years

Financialsafetynet
for unorganised
workers

Source: Times of India.
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Financial Allocation to Unorganised Sector Welfare Boards in Tamil Nadu
2500 -

Financial Allocation (% Crore)

Unorganised Sector Welfare Boards
Welfare Board

Tamil N a d wsdrial welfare initiatives underthe visionary leadershipof Kalaignar M. Karunanidhi
reflectarobust,inclusive,andredistributivedevelopmenimodel. Thewide coverageof socialsecuritypensions,
reachingnearly 74 lakh beneficiaries hassignificantly strengthenedncome securityfor the elderly, widows,
destitute,and personswith disabilities, therebyreducingvulnerability and dependenceThe Samathuvapuram
HousingSchemehasplayeda transformativerole in promotingsocial equity and casteintegration,reinforcing
theSt a tommignento socialjusticebeyondmereincomesuppot.

The IntegratedWelfare Scheme targetingthe pooresthouseholdsdemonstrates holistic poverty
alleviationapproachby combininghousinghealthinsurancenutrition, creditaccessandemergencyssistance.
Disability benefits supportedthrough pensionsand UDID-based services have enhancedboth financial
protectionandhealthcareaccessibilityfor personswith disabilities,fosteringdignity andsocialinclusion.From
a financial perspectivethe disbursementf 2,460croreto UnorganisedSectorWelfare Boardsunderscores
sustainecpublic investmentin informal labour welfare. This allocationhascreateda vital financial safetynet,
mitigating incomeshocksandemploymentinsecurity.Overall, theseschemesollectively contributeto poverty
reduction,humandevelopmentsocial cohesion andinclusive economicgrowth, positioning Tamil Naduasa
leadingmodelof welfare-orientedgovernancén India.

Youth Empowerment through Skill Development: Vocational Training and Employment Schemes
Inspired by Kalaignar M. K a r u n a nMisidrhfér 8aicEconomic Transformation in Tamil Nadu

Youth empowermengnd skill developmenthavelong beencentralto Tamil N a d wsdtiseconomic
transformation,with Kalaignar M. Ka r u n a rdeadérkhiplaying a foundation for inclusive vocational
training and employmentopportunitiesfor the s t a yoatld. K a r u n a rera shiv & fécsis on expanding
technical and practical educationto equip young people, especiallyfrom marginalisedbackgroundswith
industry-relevantskills, contributingto increasedemployabilityandentrepreneurshipthe D M K éown records
highlight that under his governancenearly 79,643 youth membersof selthelp groupsreceivedvocational
trainingthatenhancedheir accesgo jobs andselfemploymenibpportunitiesdemonstratingneasurablémpact
onyouthlivelihoods.

In recentyears, building on this legacy, Tamil Nadu has scaled up vocational and employment
schemes.The 6 Ve Nt ¢ h a pragm@meoffers free skill training in over 30 sector§ including IT,
manufacturingagriculture,textiles and constructiod targetingunemployedyouth and school dropouts,with
governmenfunding coveringtraining costsandincentivesup to 12,000pertraineeto encouragearticipation.
Early implementationdatafrom Trichy showsthat 1,175 candidatesompletedtraining and 186 securedobs,
pointing to the realignmentof skills with labour market demands.Another flagship initiative, the 6 Na a n
Mu d h a Ipreggiamiiehastrainedlakhsof engineeringandpolytechnicstudentsn employabilityskills such
asEnglishand Microsoft tools; surveysreportthat 38% of engineeringand57% of polytechnicstudentsfound
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moderatejob placementsafter training, with over threequartersreporting enhaned confidenceand career
prospectsThe detailsof the Youth Empowermentind Skill Developmenin Tamil Nadu: VocationalTraining
andEmploymentSchemedn the Legacyof KalaignarM. Karunanidhiarestatedn table-20.

Table -20
Youth Empowermentand Skill Developmentin Tamil Nadu: Vocational Training and
Employment Schemesn the Legacyof Kalaignar M. Karunanidhi

Programme/
Aspect

Key Features

Statistical Evidence

SocicEconomic
Impact

Kal ai gna
Vision on Skill
Development

Emphasin socialjustice,
accesgo education,
vocationalandtechnical
trainingfor youthfrom rural
anddisadvantaged
backgrounds

Largescaleexpansion
of polytechnics]Tls
andindustrialtraining
accessluringDMK
regimes

Createdh strongbase
for skilled manpower
andinclusivegrowth

Naan Mudhalvan
Scheme

Skill trainingin IT,
communication,
employability,industry
alignedcoursedor college
students

Over30lakh students
coveredsincelaunch;
significant
improvemenin
employabilityskills

Enhancedob
readinessgonfidence,
andalignmentwith
privatesectordemand

Vetri Nichayam
Programme

Freevocationaltrainingfor
unemployedyouthandschool
dropoutsin 30+ sectors

Thousandsrained
annually;placement
linked trainingmodules

Reducedyouth
unemploymenand
promotedself
employment

Self-Help
Groupi Based
Training

Vocationalskills for youth
linked with SHGs,inspiredby
Kal ai gmpaverthent
model

Nearly80,000youth
trainedduringearlier
DMK initiatives

Strengthened
livelihoods,especially
amongruraland
womenyouth

Institutional
Infrastructure

Network of governmentTls,
polytechnicsskill centres,
andindustrypartnerships

100+governmentITls
and 300+private
training centres

Ensuredwvidespread
accesgo skill
developmenacross
districts

Source: Government of Tamil Nadu i Policy Notes on Skill Development, Labour and Employment
Department.

The analysisof youth empowermentind skill developmentnitiatives in Tamil Nadu revealsstrong
positive sociaeconomic and financial impacts, deeply rooted in the inclusive vision of Kalaignar M.
Karunanidhi.Skill-orientedprogrammesavesignificantly enhanceagmployability,incomesecurity,andsocial
mobility among youth, particularly those from rural, economically weaker, and socially marginalised
communitiesLargescaleinitiatives suchas NaanMudhalvan,Vetri Nichayam,andthe expansionof ITIs and
polytechnicsdemonstrate¢hat public investmentin humancapital yields measurabldabourmarketoutcomes,
includingimprovedjob readinessindhigherplacemenpotential.

From a financial perspective these schemescontributeto reducing unemploymentelated welfare
dependencyand increasing household earnings, thereby strengtheningdomestic consumption and local
economicactivity. Skilled youth enteringformal and semiformal sectorsalsowiden the tax baseand enhance
productivity, supportinglong-term fiscal sustainability. The integration of vocationaltraining with industry
demandreducesskill mismatch,lowering recruitmentand training costsfor employers.Sociceconomically,
theseprogrammegpromoteinclusive growth, genderparticipation,and regional balance,aligning economic
efficiency with social justice. Overall, Tamil N a d uskils developmentstrategy reflects a sustainable
developmenmodelwherestateled investmenin youth skills translatesnto economicresilience socialequity,
andintergenerationatmpowermentyalidatingK a | a i gansformativeapproacto development.
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Youth Empowerment through Skill Development in Tamil Nadu

30 Lakh

Sudens

Kalaignar-era SHG | Naan Mudhalvan | Vetri Nichayam | ITI & Polytechnic
Training Scheme Programme Network

Transport and Communication Connectivity as Pillars of SocieEconomic Transformation in Tamil
Nadu: The Enduring DevelopmentalVision of Kalaignar M. Karunanidhi

Transport and communication connectivity has been integral to Tamil N a d usécgeconomic
transformationwith rootsin the policies and developmentakthosthat leaderdike KalaignarM. Karunanidhi
championedand which continue to influence subsequentadministrations.K a r u n a renweas Ghief
Minister saw significant investmentin transport infrastructue, including expansionof state highways,
constructionof major flyovers, andmodernbusterminalssuchasthe ChennaiMofussil Bus Terminus,boosting
intercity and rurakurban linkagesthat underpineconomicactivity and mobility acrossthe state.Rural roads
remaina cornerstonef connectivity. Tamil Nadutodaypossesseseneof | n d lamyéstsural road networks,
approximately1.38 lakh km of rural and panchayatoads,reflecting sustainedfocus on lastmile accessor
villages. In recentyears,the statehassanctionedand implementedmassiverural road developmenischemes,
laying andimproving over 13,700km of rural roadsin threeyears,with nearly18,899km of road projectsand
83 bridgesapprovecdat a costof over 9,000crore.

These investmentsreduce travel time to markets, schools, and health centers,directly boosting
agriculturalincomesand socialinclusionin remoteregions.Highway connectivityhasalso beenstrengthened
through stateand national corridorsthat link inland districts to ports and economichubs, facilitating freight
movement, investment flows, and regional integration. On the communication front, Tamil Na d u 6 s
infrastructurehaskept pacewith digital transformation.The stateis well integratedinto fibre-optic networks
and mobile telecomgrids, with multiple operatorsproviding 4G and 5G servicesand plannedexpansionof
broadbandhroughextensiveopticalfibre projectsto improverural accessRobusttelecombackboneanddigital
serviceshaveexpandedpportunitiesor education e-governanceandenterprisen formerly underservedreas.
Analytically, the combinationof rural road enhancemenand telecominfrastructurehas catalysedeconomic
activity by lowering transactioncosts, enablingefficient labor mobility, andintegratingrural economieswith
broadermarkets reinforcingTamil N a d ypdsifionasa leaderin inclusiveinfrastructuredriven development.
The details of the Transportand CommunicationConnectivity in Tamil Nadu: Key Indicators Reflecting
KalaignarM. K a r u n a bavelopmebtaV/ision aregivenin table-21.
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Table -21

Transport and Communication Connectivity in Tamil Nadu: Key Indicators Reflecting
Kalaignar M. Ka r u n a nDevklopménsalVision

Sector

Indicator

Key Statistics/
Evidence

SocigEconomic Significance

Rural Roads

Lengthof rural &
panchayatoads

~1.38lakh km of rural
roads

Improvedlastmile connectivity,
betteraccesso marketsschools,
andhealthcardor rural population

Rural Road
Development

Recentexpansion

Over 13,700km of rural
roadslaid in recentyears

Reducedegionaldisparitiesand
enhancedgriculturalmarketing

Highways

State& National
Highways

~7,000km of State
Highwaysand~5,000
km of National
Highways

Facilitatedindustrialgrowth,
trade,tourism,andinter-district
mobility

Urban
Transport

Major terminals
& flyovers

ChennaiMofussil Bus
Terminusandmultiple
urbanflyovers

Reducedcongestiorandimproved
urbantransportefficiency

Telecom
Infrastructure

Mobile
penetration

Over100maobile
connectiongper100
persons

Strengthenedommunication,
financialinclusion,anddigital
access

Digital
Connectivity

Opticalfibre
coverage

Extensivefibre network
reachingmostdistricts

Enablede-governanceonline
educationanddigital services

Economic
Impact

Connectivityled
growth

Tamil Naduamongtop
Indian statesn
infrastructurendex

Loweredtransactiorcostsand
enhancednhclusivegrowth

Source: Government of Tamil Nadu i Transport, Highways and Information Technology Policy Reports
and Statistical Handbooks.

Transport and Communication Connectivity in Tamil Nadu:

Infrastructure
Scale / Coverage

1.38 Lakh km

Rural Roads State

(Length in lakh km)

Highways
(km)

National Highways
(km)

Infrastructure-led Socio-Economic Transformation

100+

Telecom Penetration
(Connections per 100 persons)

Rural roads, extensive highways, and high telecom penetration reflect Kalaignar M. Karunanidhl’s

vision of inclusive growth and regional development.

The expansionof transportand communicationconnectivityin Tamil Nadu hasgeneratedorofound
sociececonomicand financial impacts,reflectingthe long-term developmentavision inspiredby KalaignarM.
Karunanidhi.Extensiverural roadnetworkshavesignificantlyreducedspatialisolation,enablingfarmers,small
producersandrural workersto accessmarkets,credit institutions, health services,and educationalffacilities.
This hasenhancedural incomes,loweredtransportationcosts,reducedpostharvestlosses,and strengthened
agriculturalandnon-farm livelihoods. Improvedhighwayconnectivityhasfacilitated fastermovementof goods
andlabor, promotedindustrial clustering,attractedprivateinvestmentandreinforcedTamil N a d ypdsiSonas
aleadingmanufacturingandtradinghubin India.

From a financial perspectivejmproved connectivityhasreducedtransactioncosts,improved supply
chan efficiency, and increasedreturns on public and private investment.High telecom penetrationhas
acceleratedligital inclusion, expandingaccesdo banking,digital paymentsg-governanceandonline services,

www.globlp.com

Copyright © GJIBR 2026, All rights reserved




Global Journal of International Business Research (GJIBR)
ISSN (Online) 19338471 ISSN (Print) 1933412
2026, Volume 3, Issue 1

particularlyin semiurbanandrural areasThis hasstrengthenedinancial inclusion,improvedtax compliance,
andenhancedransparencyn servicedelivery. Overall, transportandcommunicationinfrastructurenasactedas

a catalystfor inclusivegrowth,regionalbalanceandeconomiaesilience convertingpublic capitalexpenditure
into sustainedsocialwelfaregainsandlongtermeconomigoroductivityfor Tamil Nadu.

Tourism Promotion as a Catalyst of SocieEconomic Transformation in Tamil Nadu: Heritage
Conservation,Eco-Tourism, and Urban Infrastructure in the Vision of Kalaignar M. Karunanidhi

Under the visionary leadership of Kalaignar M. Karunanidhj Tamil Na d ut@ussm sector has
increasinglybeenalignedwith socieeconomidransformatiorby leveragingheritageconservationgcatourism
and robust urban tourism infrastructureto drive inclusive growth and cultural preservation.Tamil Nadu,
endowedwith six UNESCOWorld Heritagesitesand over 400 archaeologicamonumentshassystematically
enhancedits heritage tourism appeal, positioning iconic sites like Ma ma | | a pSharealemipke and
T h a n j 8Brnhadedgswgarailempleas global attractions,therebyattractingboth domesticand international
visitors. Between202Q 21 and2023 24, thes t a tougisinsevenuewitnesseda remarkabldive-fold increase
from 4 9 crdrdto 2 4 3crof® While foreigntouristarrivals surgedfrom 0.14 million to 1.17million and
domestictourist visits grew from 218.58 million to 286 million, reflecting strengthenednfrastructureand
promotionalefforts.

The stateg o v e r n strategicidvestmentsexceeding 2 Ocfbre focus on modernisingheritage
sites,religious destinationsand ecotourismcircuits, with targetedfunding for MamallapuramKanniyakumari,
TiruchendurandVelankannito uplift visitor amenitiesandcultural interpretationcentres Complementinghis,
plans for ecotourism in regionssuch as the Nilgiris, Easternand KalvarayanHills underscoresustainable
tourismthatbenefitslocal communitieddy integratingtribal participation,enhancingdivelihoodsthroughnature
basedattractions affordableecofriendly staysandtrekking experiencesUrbantourisminfrastructurehasalso
beenstrengthenedhrough ecologicalrestorationprojectslike TholkappiaPoongaenhancingC h e n ruban6 s
greenspacesand by improving connectivityand amenitiesthat supportboth leisureand businesgravel. The
convergencef heritagepreservationgcatourism expansionand urbaninfrastructuredevelopmenteflectsan
analyticalrecognitionthat tourism not only accelerateconomicreturnsbut also fosterscultural continuity,
environmentaktewardshipand equitablecommunitydevelopmenttherebyembodyingKk a r u n a broaden i 6 s
socieeconomicvision for Tamil Nadu.

The sociaeconomic financial, and political impactsof tourism promotionin Tamil Nadu, shapedby
the inclusive and rationalist vision of Kalaignar M. Karunanidhi,revealtourism as a strategicinstrumentof
developmentatherthan a mereserviceactivity. Sociceconomically,the expansionof heritagetourism, ece
tourism, and urbantourism infrastructurehasgeneratedarge scaleemploymentacrossskill levels, benefiting
artisansguides,transportworkers, hotel staff, streetvendors,andlocal communities particularlywomenand
youth. Tourisnmtlinked activities have strengthenedurali urban linkages, reducedregional disparities, and
promoted cultural pride by safeguardingTamil heritage,language,and historical monuments.Ecotourism
initiatives have further contributedto community participation and environmentalawarenessensuringthat
economicagrowth doesnot undermineecologicalsustainability.

Fromafinancial perspectivetourismhasemergedasa significantnon-tax revenuesourcefor the state,
improving fiscal capacitythrough entry fees, hospitality taxes, transportservices,and private investments.
Publicinvestmenin tourisminfrastructurehasdemonstratedtrongmultiplier effects,stimulatingallied sectors
such as construction,handicrafts,food processingtransport,and MSMEs. Increaseddomesticand foreign
tourist inflows have strengthenedoreign exchangeesarnings,supportedocal entrepreneurshipand enhanced
thes t a averdleconomiaesilience particularlyduring periodsof industrialslowdown.

Politically, tourism developmentunder this vision reflects a governancemodel rooted in social justice,

decentralisatiorandcultural democratizationBy prioritising heritageconservationinclusive urbanspacesand
sustainablegourism, the statereinforcedits political commitmentto Dravidianideology, regionalidentity, and
welfareorienteddevelopmentTourismthusfunctionedasa soft-powertool, enhancinglfamil N a d uwdianal
andglobalimagewhile reinforcingpublic trustthroughvisible developmenbutcomesfransparengovernance,
and longterm sociceconomicstability. The details of SociaEconomic, Financial, and Political Impact of

TourismPromotionin Tamil NaduunderKalaignarM. Karunanidhiarestatein tablei 22.
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Table - 22

SocieEconomic,Financial, and Political Impact of Tourism Promotion in Tamil Nadu under Kalaignar

M.

Karunanidhi

S.No.

Dimension

Key FocusAreas

Major Outcomes/ Evidence

1.

SocieEconomic

Impact

Heritage, eco

tourism, urban

destinations

Tamil Nadu saw domestictourist arrivals rise from 218.58
million (2022) to 286 million (2023) reflecting increased
publicengagemenuith culturalandnaturalheritage Foreign
arrivals grew from 0.14 million to 1.17 million in the same
period, indicating global interest in heritage sites like

Mamallapuram and Thanjavur. Tourism growth has
generatedhousandf jobs in hospitality, guides,transport,
crafts,and MSMEs, especiallybenefitingyouth and women

in local economies.

Financial

Impact

Revenue growth,
fiscal

contributions

The Tamil Nadu Tourism DevelopmentCorporation(TTDC)
recordeda five-fold increasein revenue from 4 9 crard
(2020621)to 2 4 3crofe 202324), demonstratingstrong
financial returns from tourism expansion.Projections for
202526 forecastoveralltourismearningmearing 7 @rore
underscoringt o u r irising é&aentribution to the st a

economyandfiscal health.

Urban
Development

Impact

Urban

infrastructure,

tourism

connectivity,

amenities

Improved urban infrastructure, green spaces, transport
connectivity; enhancedattractivenesf cities like Chennai

andheritagetowns; supportto busines@ndculturaltourism.

Environmental

Impact

Sustainable and
ecotourism

initiatives

Conservation of forests and biodiversity; promotion of
responsible tourism; livelihood support aligned with
environmental protection; reduced ecological degradation
throughregulatedourism.

Political
Governance

Impact

Policy direction,

inclusivegrowth

State policies have focusedon inclusive infrastructureand
heritageconservation shifting Tamil Nadu towardsa high-
performancetourism economy. Growing tourist numbers
support political narrativeson cultural pride, development]
effectiveness, and decentralised planning, strengthening
public confidencein governanceThe progressivetourism
agendaaligns with broader sociceconomic goals of job
creation, regional

equity and cultural preservation,

reinforcing Tamil political identity and welfareoriented

governance.

Source: Department of Tourism, Government of Tamil Nadu (Policy Reports and Statistical Handbooks).
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Overall Socio-Economic, Financial & Political Impact
of Tourism Promotion in Tamil Nadu under
Kalaignar M. Karunanidhi

> Domestic Tourists: 218.58 million 20227 = » Tourism Revenue: ¥49.11 Cr (2020-21) ! > Cultural & Heritage Preservation
to 286 million (2023) to ¥243.31 Cr (2023-29)

> Foreign Tourists: 0.14 miI!io_n > Projected Revenue: T700 Cr by 202526
to 1.17 million > Enhanced Public Trust

> Thousands of Jobs in Hospitality,

Transport & MSMEs . %700 Cr
za9.11 r e W banea

g Source: Tamil Nadu Tourism Data g SN

> Inclusive Development Policies

Disaster Managementand Relief Strategiesin Tamil Nadu: Flood, Cyclone, and Drought Mitigation in
the Legacy of Kalaignar M. Karunanidhi

Disastermanagemenin Tamil Nadu has evolved as a critical aspectof socieeconomicresilience,
especiallyagainstfloods, cyclones,and droughts.The statelies in a high-risk zonewith at least13 districts
vulnerableto cyclonicimpactandflooding, and severalfacing recurrentdroughtconditions,demandingobust
mitigation andrelief mechanismsHistorically, leaderslike KalaignarM. Karunanidhi,widely regardedasan
architect of modern Tamil N a d udévelopment,laid foundationalinfrastructurethat indirectly supported
disasterresilience,including irrigation and water storageprojectssuchasthe Poigai Dam inauguratedn 2000
underhis leadershipwhich benefitshundredsof acresof agriculturalland and drinking water needs thereby
reducingdroughtvulnerability.

In contemporary practice, the state has institutionalised disaster risk reduction by investing
substantiallyin preparednesand responseOver the four-year period up to 2025, Tamil Nadu spentabout
1 5 , cioredn disasterelief, mitigation, preparednesasndcapacitybuilding, far exceedingearlierallocations
from the StateDisasterRisk Managementund, indicating an analytical shift towardsproactive expenditure
ratherthanonly reactiverelief. Despitethis, centralsupporthashistorically fallen short: over the decadefrom
2014 15to 2025 26, the statereceivedonly roughly 17 % of the 2 4 , c6orgi® soughtfrom nationaldisaster
relief fundsfor cyclonesandfloods, highlighting persistenfiscal constraintsn comprehensivenitigation.

Modern strategiesnow integrate technologyand governancereforms; reattime flood forecasting
systemshavebeendevelopedo enhancesarly warninganddecisionsupport,improving disasterforesightand
reducingimpactson vulnerableurbanpopulationsThes t a disasbesnanagemenframeworkalsoemphasises
ecasystem based approachesand vulnerability mapping to strengthenrisk governancewhile embedding
communitylevel preparedass. Collectively, these efforts reflect an analytical understandingthat disaster
mitigation is multifaceted,requiring infrastructure,finance, technology,and institutional capacityto reduce
humanandeconomidossedn oneof | n d mestElisnateexposedstates.

Disastereventsin Tamil Nadunot only disruptlives but alsoexertprofoundsociceconomic financial,
and political impactsthat shapepolicy and governance Economically,extremeweatherhasinflicted heavy
losseson agricultureand industry, with recentdatashowing Cyclone Ditwah damagedver 1.2 lakh acresof
paddyfields in Cauverydeltadistricts,affectingroughly 11 % of cultivatedland andunderscoringhe fragility
of rural livelihoods. Farmershave demandedhat cycloneimpactsbe declareda national calamity to access
broaderfinancial support,illustrating the pressureon both stateand central fiscal mechanismsThe financial
burdenon stateresourcess substantialTamil Naduhasspentover 1 5 , cBof®@n disasterelief, mitigation,
preparednessnd capacitybuilding in recentyears,far exceedingcentralallocationsunderthe StateDisaster

www.globlp.com Copyright © GJIBR 2026, All rights reserved




Global Journal of International Business Research (GJIBR)
ISSN (Online) 19338471 ISSN (Print) 1933412
2026, Volume 3, Issue 1

Risk Managementund and forcing the stateto rely heavily on its own fiscal capacity. Yet, over the past
decadethe Centresanctionednly 17 % of the 2 4 , créBamil Nadurequestedinderthe NationalDisaster
Responsd-undfor cycloneandflood damageseverelyconstrainingrecoveryandreconstructiorefforts. This
shortfall has political implications: it fosters demandsfor greater federal support and fuels debatesover
equitabledisasterfunding, fiscal federalismandstateautonomyin crisisresponse.

Socially, disasterimpactsripple through householdsyesearchshows natural disasterscan depress
consumptiorandincomeby asmuchas5 % of GDP, indicatingthe depthof economicshockon communities
andspendingpatternsPolitically, disasterresponseanfluencespublic trust and governancéegitimacy.Leaders
who prioritize rapid relief, infrastructureinvestment,and innovative tools such as parametricinsurancecan
enhanceesilienceandpolitical capital,whereagerceiveddelaysor insufficient supportmay erodeconfidence.
Inferencefrom thesepatternsshowsthat effective disasterstrategiesmust balancefiscal planning, equitable
funding mechanismsand responsivegovernanceto mitigate sociceconomicdisruption while maintaining
political stabilityin oneof | n d mest&lgnatevulnerablestatesThe detailsof SocieEconomic,Financial,and
Political ImpactAssessmentf DisasterManagemenin Tamil Naduarestatedin tablei 23.

Tablei 23
SocieaEconomic, Financial, and Political Impact Assessmenbf DisasterManagementin Tamil Nadu
S.No. | Dimension Key Indicators / Evidence Impact Assessment Inferences

1. Socio
Economic
Impact

Floods, cyclones, and
droughts affect over 1i1.5
lakh hectaresof agricultural
land during severe events;
livelihood disruption among
farmers, fishermen, and
informal workers

Recurrent disasters
reduce farm income,
increaserural distress,
migration, and
vulnerability of poor
households

Longterm investmentsin
irrigation, water storage,
housing,andearlywarning
systems are essential for
inclusive growth and
livelihood security

Financial
Impact

State expenditure of about

15, Ocfofe-on disaster
relief, mitigation, and
preparednesm recentyears;
limited central assistance
relativeto needs

Heavyfiscal burdenon
the state budget;
diversion of
development  funds
toward relief and
reconstruction

Proactive mitigation and
risk-financing mechanismg
reduce longterm fiscal
stress comparedto post
disasterspending

Political
Impact

Frequent demands for
national disaster status and
enhanced central funds;
public scrutiny of relief
delivery

Disaster response
influencespublic trust,
inter-governmental
relations, and policy
priorities

Transparent governance
andtimely relief strengthen
political legitimacy and
cooperativdederalism

Institutional
Impact

Strengthening of disaster
management  authorities,
early warning systems, and
communitypreparedness

Improved response
capacity and reduced
mortality overtime

Institutionalresilienceis as
critical as financial
allocation

Overall
Outcome

Shift from reactive relief to
mitigation-oriented
governance

Gradual reduction in
human losses despite
rising climaterisks

Integrated disaster
management supports
sustainablesociceconomic
transformation

Source:Governmentof Tamil Nadui DisasterManagementand StateBudget/ State Disaster
ManagementAuthority reports.

The disastermanagemenframework in Tamil Nadu revealsa multifaceted impact acrosssocic

economic,financial, and political dimensions.Severeeventslike floods, cyclones,and droughtsaffect 1i 1.5
lakh hectareof agriculturalland, disruptinglivelihoodsof farmers fishermen andinformal workers,increasing
migration andrural distress.The statespendsover 1 5 , cBofe On relief and mitigation, creatingsignificant
fiscal pressurewnhile limited centralaid emphasizeshe needfor risk-financing. Politically, disasterresponse
shapesublic trust and federalcooperation Strengthenedhstitutionsand early warning systemshavereduced
mortality, marking a shift toward proactive, mitigation-focusedgovernancethat underpinssustainablesocic
economiaesilience.
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Socio-Economic, Financial, and Political Impact of
Disaster Management in Tamil Nadu

Bl am )
» Socio-Economic Impact Financial Impact

1-1.5 Lakh ¥15,000+ Crore

Hectares Affected State Spending

Political Impact

:‘s— Demand fo:i ; Early Warning &
: Central Funds : it Preparedness

Financial Inclusion and Banking Accessin Tamil Nadu: SocicEconomic, Financial, and Political Impacts
in the Legacy of Kalaignar M. Karunanidhi

Financial inclusion in Tamil Nadu has been a pivotal driver of sociaeconomic transformation,
improving bankingaccessandcreditsupportespeciallyfor underservegopulationsCooperativebanks,suchas
the Tamil Nadu State Apex Co-operativeBank (TNSC Bank), play a central role by extendinga range of
banking services including savings, loans, and electronic transactions to rural and urban customers,
strengtheningyrassrootdinancial accessbeyondtraditional commercialbankingchannels Over the pastfive
years,TNSCB a n hotalslepositsgrewfrom around 1 0 , cboikih 202021toover 1 2 , cBo2id 2024
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25, while outstandingoansincreasedrom 9 , Brér&to about 2 0 , cBoBs 4eflectingrising demandfor
credit and deepenindinancial penetration. Cooperativecredit schemesupportsmall farmers, streetvendors,
andmicro-entrepreneurdy providing unsecuredand low-cost loans, enablingeconomicactivities that reduce
dependencen informalmoneylenders.

Microfinancehasemergedas a significant force in Tamil N a d undlusion landscapewith over 1.2
crore loan accountsheld through various lendersand an outstandingloan portfolio of nearly 2 9 , cfofel
highlighting a broad uptake of smallcredit servicesby low-income households.This accessto credit has
tangiblesociceconomicimpacts:microfinanceborrowerslike small entrepreneurbavebeenableto transform
livelihoods, increaseincomes, and reduce vulnerability, illustrating how collateralfree credit can foster
economicagencyamong women and rural populations.Parallel efforts such as linking SeltHelp Groups
(SHGs) to formal bank credit have been particularly effective, with Tamil Nadu disbursingover 1 . 18k
crore in bank loansto around 3.76 lakh SHG membersin a single outreachinitiative, further catalysing

participationin formal financial systemsandcontributingto thes t a $trengesonomicgrowth. The detailsof
Overall Assessmemf FinanciallnclusionandBankingAccessin Tamil Naduaregivenin tablei 24.

Tablei 24
Overall Assessmenbf Financial Inclusion and Banking Accessn Tamil Nadu

Dimension

Key Indicators / Evidence

Impact Assessment

Inferences

Socio
Economic
Impact

Over90lakhwomenlinked
to SHGs;SHG bankcredit
exceeding 1lakhcrore
1.2croremicrofinance
accounts

Improvedhousehold
incomewo me n & s
empowerment,educed
dependenceninformal
moneylendersenhanced
livelihood resilience

Financialinclusion
strengthensocialequity,
reducegoverty
vulnerability,andpromotes
ruralandsemiurban
development

Financial
Impact

Cooperativédbankdeposits
rosefrom 1 0 ,clré4
(202021)to0 1 2 ,ctorz (
(202425); loans
outstandingfrom 9, 56
croreto 2 0 ,cBiz4
microfinanceportfolio

~ 29, ,chel

Enhancedredit
availability for
agriculture,small
enterprisesandmicro-
entrepreneursmproved
savingsmobilization

Strongcreditaccesdosters
entrepreneurshiginancial
stability, andlocal economic
growth;regulatoryoversight
is essentiato preventover
indebtedness

Political
Impact

Stateled bankingandSHG
programshavebroadvoter
engagemengdvocacyfor
centralsupportfor
inclusivecredit

Publictrustin
governance,
strengthenedtate
legitimacy,reinforced
modelof socialjustice
basedjovernance

Inclusivefinancial policies
actasasociapolitical tool,
enhancingparticipationand
accountability

Institutional
Impact

Expansiorof cooperative
banksmicrofinance
institutions,SHG-bank
linkages,anddigital
bankinginfrastructure

Improvedinstitutional
reachandservice
delivery

Institutionalstrengthenings
critical for sustainindong-
termfinancialinclusion
outcomes

Overall
Outcome

Coordinatedcooperative
bankingandmicrofinance
expansion

Holistic sociaeconomic
empowermentfiscal
resilienceand
participatorygovernance

Financialinclusionis both
aneconomicgrowth engine
andasociapolitical
instrumentfor inclusive
development

Source: Times of India. Microfinance is a Macro Successn Tamil Nadu (timesofindia.indiatimes.con)

Analytically, these developmentsreveal that coordinatedexpansion of cooperativebanking and

microfinancenot only broadensbankingaccessbut also enhancedinancial resilience,reducesinformal debt
reliance, and supports enterprise growth. However, structural challengessuch as regulatory clarity in
microfinanceand ensuringsustainableepaymenpracticesremaincritical for maintaininginclusive, long-term
financial stability. The expansionof financial inclusion and banking accessin Tamil Nadu has produced
significant socieeconomic, financial, and political impacts reinforcing the s t a devadopmenttrajectory
shapedby the inclusivevision associateavith KalaignarM. Karunanidhi.Sociceconomically,wider accesgo
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cooperativebanks, microfinance institutions, and SelfHelp Group (SHG}) bank linkage programmeshas
enablednillions of low-incomehouseholdso enterthe formal financial system.

Tamil Naduconsistentlyanksamongthetop Indian statesn SHG coveragewith over 90 lakh women
linked to SHGs and bank credit to SHGsexceeding 1lakh crorein recentyears directly contributingto
income generation,w 0 me rropswermentand reductionin informal moneylenderdependenceThis has
improvedhouseholdconsumptionstability, assetcreation,andresilienceagainstincomeshocks particularlyin
ruralandsemturbanareasFroma financial perspectivecooperativebanksandmicrofinancehavestrengthened
credit delivery to agriculture,small businessesand micro-enterprisesCooperativeinstitutions accountfor a
substantialshareof shortterm agriculturalcreditin the state,supportingtimely farm operationsandreducing
distresshorrowing.

Financial Inclusion and Banking Access

in Tamil Nadu: Socio-Economic, Financial, and
' Political Impacts in the Legacy of Kalaignar M. Karunaidhi

Over 90 lakh women linked Improved household income, women’s empowerment,
to SHGs; SHG bank credit reduced dependence on informal moneylenders,
exceeding T 1 lakh crore enhanced livelihood resilience

® 1.2 crore microfinance Financial inclusion strengthens social equity,
accounts S reduces poverty vulnerability, and promotes

® 12 crore ,
microfinance
accounts

et I —— s

PNl x(ad Cooperative bank deposits Enhanced credit availability for agrlculture, small

rose from 10,674 crore enterprises, and micro-entrepreneurs;
Z (2020-21) t0%12,220 improved savnngs mobilization

”  crore (2024-25); l T LT
Qz‘“ ( ) =1 | l

Strong credit access fosters entrepreneurshlp, ﬁnancxal i
® Loans outstanding from stability, and local economic growth;

%9,567 crore to ¥20834 regulatory oversight is essential

crore to prevent over-indebtedness

L N B TsFlad  State-led banking and SHG Public trust in governance strengthened state
programs have broad voter legitimacy, reinforced model of social justice- -

engagement, advocacy for based governance
central support for inclusive
credit

Inclusive financial policies act as a socio-political tool,
enhancing participation and accountability: n

RO EINTGTEladl  Expansion of cooperative banks,  Improved institutional reach and service delivery

microfinance institutions,
SHG-bank linkages, and Institutional strengthening is cntlcal for sustaining

digital banking infrastructure long-term financial inclusion outcomes & -

Overall Outcome Coordinated cooperative bankmg and microfinance expansnon A |

Hollstlc socio-economic empowerment, fiscal resilience, and partnqpatory
. governance. Financial inclusion is both an economic growth engine and a

Source: Times of India. “Microfinance is a Macro Success in Tamil Nadu” (https://fimesofindiatimes.com/
cuty/chennal/mlcroﬁnance is-a-macro-success-in-tamil-riadu/articleshow/101444524.cms)) B3E2150

The growing microfinance loan portfolio, estimated at nearly 3 0, Or@&d has boosted
entrepreneurshipnd local economiccirculation, thoughit alsonecessitateprudentregulationto avoid over
indebtednessOverall, proactivecredit supporthasloweredtransactioncosts,expandedsavingsmobilization,
anddeepenedinancial intermediation positivelyinfluencing statelevel economicgrowth. Politically, inclusive
banking policies have enhancedstate legitimacy and public trust by demonstratingresponsivenesgo
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marginalizedgroups. Welfareoriented credit schemesand cooperativestrengtheninghave reinforced Tamil
N a d umoédel of socil justicé basedgovernancepften shapingcentré statedialogueson financial autonomy
andinclusivedevelopmentThe key inferenceis thatfinancialinclusionin Tamil Naduis not merelya banking
reform but a sociopolitical instrument fostering equitable growth, fiscal stability, and participatory
developmentvhensupporteddy stronginstitutionsandaccountablgovernance.

Legislative Reforms for Social Equity in Tamil Nadu: SocioEconomic, Financial, and Political Impacts
under Kalaignar M. Karunanidhi

Legislativereformsin Tamil Nadu underthe visionaryleadershipof KalaignarM. Karunanidhihave
played a transformativerole in promoting social equity, particularly through laws on reservation,minority
rights, and w o me mights. Recognizing historical social inequalities, his governmentstrengthenedthe
constitutionalframeworkto ensurerepresentatiomf marginalizedcommunitiesn educationemploymentand
governanceFor instance,Tamil Nadu maintainsone of the highestlevels of castebasedreservationin India,
with 69% of seatsin educationalinstitutionsand governmentobs reservedfor ScheduledCastes Scheduled
Tribes, and Most Backward Classes surpassinghe national averageof 49.5%. This proactiveapproachhas
significantly enhancedaccesdo higher educationwith enrolimentratesamongSC and ST studentsising by
28% between2010and2020.1n termsof minority rights,K a r u n a polictt$ensiradquitableallocationof
scholarshipsfree education,and skill developmentrograms,resultingin a 15% increasein literacy among
religiousminoritiesover the pastdecadeFurthermorelegislativemeasuresn w 0 me anfpgwermentsuchas
theamendmenof the Tamil NaduPanchayat#\ct to mandate50%r reservatiorfor womenin local governance,
have catalyzedfemale participationin decisionmaking, with over 85,000womenelectedto village andtown
panchayatin 2021alone.

Laws againstdomesticviolence, sexualharassmentand workplace discrimination were reinforced
during his tenure,leadingto improved reporting and redressalmechanismstherebystrengtheningvo me n 6 s
sociaeconomicstanding.Collectively, theselegislative reformshave not only promotedinclusivity but also
contributedto reducingsociceconomiadisparities.enhancindhumandevelopmenindices,andfosteringa more
equitablesociety. The evidencdrom statisticalindicatorsdemonstratethatK a | a i lggalinterfiestionsvere
not merelysymbolicbut instrumentalin creatingstructuralavenuedor historically disadvantagedommunities,
reinforcing Tamil N a d weputationasa leaderin social justice and inclusive growth. The detailsof the Key
LegislativeReformsandSociallmpactin Tamil Naduaregivenin tablei 25.

Table1 25
Key Legislative Reforms and Sociallmpact in Tamil Nadu

FocusArea Key Legislative Reform / Initiative Statistical Evidence/ Impact

Reservation | 69% seatsin education& government Enroliment of SC/ST studentsin higher
jobsfor SC/ST/MBC educationy 28% (2010 2020)

Minority Scholarships, free education, skill | Literacy amongreligious minorities § 15%

Rights development overlastdecade

Wo me n 6 § 50% reservationin Panchayatsjaws | >85,000 women electedto village & town

Rights against domestic violence & | panchayatq2021); improved reporting and

workplaceharassment redressamechanisms

Source: Government of Tamil Nadu Policy Notes; Census of India; Tamil Nadu State Election
Commission (compiled from official reports)
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Legislative Reforms for Social Equity:
Legacy of Kalaignar M. Karunanidhi

— Laws on Reservation, ,\v‘linm‘ity Rights & Women's Righrs —
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Key Statistical Evidence Impact of Legislative Reforms

Reservation Quota 69% vs. 49.5% 85,000+ ...

in Tamil Nadu . National Average

SC/ST Enrollment 28% Increase | b T
Growth (2010-2020) ’ | )

Literacy Increase ' 15% Increase 30%:  28%

in Minorities (Last 10 Years) | :

Women in Local 85,000+ Women
Governance (2021) ' Elected

1|

SC/ST Enrollment  Minority Literacy ~ Women in Local Governance

Socigeconomic,financial and political impact assessmenaspects

The legislativereformschampionedy KalaignarM. Karunanidhihavehad profoundsociceconomic,
financial, and political implicationsin Tamil Nadu,reshapinghes t a deeefogmentrajectoryandinclusive
governance.Sociceconomically, the enhancedreservation quotas have facilitated upward mobility for
historically marginalizedcommunities For instance SC/STenrollmentin higher educationgrew by 28% from
2010to 2020, while employmentin governmentsectorsfor thesegroupsincreasedby 22% over the same
period, narrowingstructuralinequalities.Minority-focusedinitiatives, including targetedscholarshipsand skill
developmentprograms,contributedto a 15% increasein literacy and a 12% rise in workforce participation
amongreligious minorities, indicating significanthumancapital augmentationFinancially, thesereformshave
stimulatedboth householdncomeandstaterevenuestreamsWo m e maddive participationin governancewith
over 85,000 electedrepresentativesn local bodiesin 2021, has facilitated gendersensitivebudgetingand
allocation of 1,850 crore toward welfare programs,including health, education,and rural infrastructure,
therebygeneratingneasurableconomicbenefitsfor communitiesThedetailsof the Socioeconomicfinancial,
andpolitical impactof KalaignarM. K a r u n a legisthtivérefoemsarestatedn table-26.

www.globlp.com Copyright © GJIBR 2026, All rights reserved




Global Journal of International Business Research (GJIBR)
ISSN (Online) 1938471 ISSN (Print) 1933412

2026, Volume 3, Issue 1

Table - 26
Socieeconomic,financial, and political impact of Kalaignar M. K a r u n a nlegidldtive feforms
Impact Key Indicators / Initiative Statistical Data/ Outcomes

Area
Socie SC/STenrollmentgrowth, SC/STenrollmenty 28% (2010 2020),Minority
Economic Minority literacy& literacyy 15%, Workforceparticipationy 12%
employment
Financial Budgetallocationsfor welfare 1, &r&rdallocatedo health,educationrural
programs& income infrastructureper capitaincomey 18%in backward
enhancement regions
Political Womenin localgovernanc& | >85,000womenelectedin Panchayat§2021),65%
policy participation of local developmenprojectsinitiated by women
targetedcommittees
Source: Tamil Nadu Government Reports on SocialWelfare and Development,2021.

The multiplier effect is evidentasimproved educationalaccessand employmentopportunitieshave
increaseder capitaincomein backwardregionsby an estimatedl8% over the last decadePolitically, these
legislative measureshave strengtheneddemocratic representation,enhancinginclugvity and community
engagementThe 50% reservationfor womenin PanchayatRaj institutionshasnot only empowerediemale
leadersbut also increasedpolicy responsivenessyith over 65% of local developmentprojectsinitiated by
womerntargeted committees. Collectively, these reforms underscorethat Ka | a i gisian rtrénscended
symbolic equity; it produced tangible sociceconomic mobility, financial inclusivity, and political
empowerment,positioning Tamil Nadu as a national model for social justice and governancelriven
development.

Socio-Economic, Financial & Political Impact Assessment:
Legacy of Kalaignar M. Karunanidhi

Impact of Reservation, Minority Rights & Women's Rights

Key Statistical Evidence Impact of Legislative Reforms

SC/ST Gov. Employment Growth 22% Increase
(2010-2020)
Minority Workforce Participation 12% Increase
Growth |

Welfare Funds for Women's ¥1,850 Crore
Programs (2021) . Allocated

Per Capita Income Rise in i Estimated

Backward Regions 18% Increase

SC/ST Employment  Minority Workforce Per Capita Income
in Backward Regions*

Progressive Transformation in Tamil Nadu
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Theinfographicpresentsheimpactof legislativereformsin Tamil Naduon socialequity, focusingon socic
economic, financial, and political dimensions. Socioeconomically, reservation policies and minority
empowermeninitiatives led to a 22%increasdn SC/STgovernmenemployment(2010 2020)anda 12%rise
in minority workforce participation over the last decade,demonstratingenhancedinclusion in public
employment.Financially, the stateallocated 1,850crorefor local welfare andinfrastructureprojects,which,
along with an 18% increasein per capitaincomein backwardregions,reflects targetedfiscal interventions
promoting equitabledevelopmentPolitically, w o me en@pewermenhasbeensignificant, with over 85,000
women electedto local bodies and 65% of local developmentprojects driven by women committees,
highlightingthetransformativeeffect of gendeffocusedegislativemeasures.

-
asessss -

Impact of Reforms for Social Equity:

Socio-Economic, inancial & Political Success

impact of Legislative Reforms
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The accompanyingoar chart quantifiestheseimpacts, showing sociceconomicgrowth at 22%, financial
successcorrespondingo the budgetallocation, and political advancemenpeakingat 65%, indicating that
political empowermenhasbeenthe mostpronouncedutcomeof thesereforms.Overall, the dataimplies that
integratedlegislative interventionscombining employment,fiscal support, and political representationhas
substantiallypromotedinclusive governancewith measurablémprovementsacrossmarginalizedcommunities
women,andminorities,thusreinforcingTamil N a d modslof transformativesocicpolitical development.

Kalaignar M. K a r u n a nHoliidaliLéadership and Governance:A Transformative Model of Inclusive
Administration and SociaEconomic Progressin Tamil Nadu

KalaignarM. K a r u n a padlitidahleadesshipandgovernancetylerepresented distinctiveblendof
efficient administration participatorygovernanceandinclusive populist policies that decisivelyshapedTamil
N a d usdcsreconomic transformation.As Chief Minister for five terms between 1969 and 2011, his
administrationsemphasizednstitutional strengtheningsocial justice, and rational policy designgroundedin
Dravidianideology. Administrative efficiency was reflectedin sustainediscal prioritization of social sectors:
Tamil N a d wexpsnditureon educationand social servicesconsistentlyremainedabove 40% of total state
expenditureduring key periodsof his rule, contributingto a literacyraterise from 63.7%in 1991to over 80%
by 2011.His governancg@romotedparticipatorydemocracyhroughdecentralizatiorandempowermenof local
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bodies,especiallyafter the 73rd and 74th ConstitutionalAmendmentswith Tamil Nadu becomingone of the
early statesto devolvefunctions,funds, and functionariesto Pan®ayati Raj Institutions,enhancinggrassroots
accountabilityand servicedelivery. Ka | a i gapudist gblies, often criticized as welfareheavy, were in
practiceeconomicallyrational and socially redistributive. Schemessuch as free school textbooks,uniforms,
subsidizedfood through the Public Distribution System, and housing for the poor significantly reduced
deprivation;for instance,Tamil N a d ypdvertyratio declinedfrom about32% in 1993 94 to nearly11% by
2017 12, outperformingthe nationalaverageHis leadershipalsoinstitutionalizedtransparencandinclusivity
through measuredike the SamacheeKalvi (uniform school educationsystem)and expandedreservations,
ensuringbroaderaccesgo opportunitiedor marginalizeccommunities.

Politically, his consensusuilding approachwithin the legislatureand respectfor federal principles
strengthenedtateautonomywhile maintainingadministrativestability. Overal, K a | a i goweanan@estyle
combinedvisionary leadershipwith datadriven welfare orientation, participatory institutions, and efficient
administration,creatinga durablemodel where social equity, political empowermentand economicprogress
advancedsimultaneouslyn Tamil Nadu.Politically, Ka | a i goweanangedeepenedlemocraticcultureand
institutional stability. His emphasison participatory governanceand social justice consolidatedpolitical
awarenesamong marginalizedgroups, transformingthem into active stakeholdersn democraticprocesses.
Electoral outcomesduring and after his tenure reflected sustainedpublic support for welfareoriented
governancejnfluencing policy agendasacrossparty lines in Tamil Nadu. His leadershipalso strengthened
federal assertivenessensuring that state interestsin language,culture, and fiscal rights were effectively
articulated at the national level. Overall, the sociceconomicupliftment, financial resilience,and political
consolidationachievedunderK a | a i ¢padarshipdemonstratea durable governancdegacy that aligned
welfare, growth, and democraticempowermentin Tamil Nadu. The details of Political Leadershipand
Governancdmpactof KalaignarM. Karunanidhion Tamil N a d Bdci®EconomicTransformationare stated
in table-27.

Table1 27
Political Leadership and Governancelmpact of Kalaignar M. Karunanidhi on Tamil N a d (56c&
Economic Transformation

S.No.

Dimension

Key Governance
Interventions

Major Outcomes

Indicative Statistics/
Evidence

Efficient
Administration

Strengtheningf state
institutions,expansiorof
socialsectorspending,
uniform educatiorsystem

Improvedservice
deliveryandhuman
development

Literacyrateincreasedrom
63.7%(1991)to over 80%
(2011);socialsectorspending
consistentlyabove40% of
total stateexpenditure

Participatory
Governance

Empowermenbf
PanchayatRaj
Institutions,
decentralizatiompost73rd
& 74th Amendments

Enhanced
grassroots
democracyand
accountability

Tamil Naduamongearly
statedo devolvefunds,
functions,andfunctionarieso
local bodies

SocioEconomic
Impact

WelfareschemegPDS,
freetextbooks,uniforms,
housingfor poor)

Reductionin
povertyand
inequality

Povertyratio declinedfrom
~32%(1993 94)to ~11%
(2011 12), betterthan
nationalaverage

Financial
Impact

Balancedwelfarespending
with revenuemobilization
andindustrialgrowth

Fiscalstability with
growth-oriented
welfare

GSDPgrowthaveraged
around8% duringmid-2000s;
welfarespendingstimulated
demandandemployment

Health & Social
Indicators

Investmentsn public
healthandnutrition

Improvedquality of
life

Infant Mortality Ratereduced
from ~44 (early1990s)to ~21
per1,000live birthsby 2011

Political Impact

Socialjusticd oriented
policies,inclusive
leadership

Deepened
democratic
participationand
political stability

Sustainecklectoralsupport
for welfaregovernancecross
decades

Source: Government of Tamil Nadu policy documentsand Censusof India (1991 2011).

www.globlp.com

Copyright © GJIBR 2026, All rights reserved




Global Journal of International Business Research (GJIBR)
ISSN (Online) 19338471 ISSN (Print) 1933412
2026, Volume 3, Issue 1

Kalaignar M. Karunanidhi’s Impact on Tamil Nadu’s Socio-Economic Transformatlon

Efficient Admmlstratlon Participatory Governance Socio-Economic Impact

aB: _ohe

* Literacy Rate: 63.7% (1991) +~ 80% (2011) = Strengthened Panchayati Raj = Poverty Rate: 32% (1993-94) - 11% (2011-12)
* Social Spending > 40% of Budget * Local Empowerment = Welfare & Housing Schemes

Financial Growth Health & Social Progress Political Impact

gl

* GSDP Growth: ~8% in 2000s * Infant Mortality Rate: 44 — 21 per 1,000 tive Births | @ Inclusive Leadership

* Fiscal Stability | = Strong Electoral Support

A Model of Inclusive Governance & Development

Source: Govt. of Tamil Nadu & Census of Indir

The sociceconomic financial, andpolitical impactsof KalaignarM. K a r u n a leadershipeveala
balancedand sustainablegovernancemodel that strengthenedramil N a d uévelopmentrajectory. Socic
economicallyhis welfare-orientedpoliciestranslatednto measurablédumandevelopmengains. Tamil Nadwb s
Human Developmentindex improved steadily, placing the state amongthe top performersin India, while
indicatorssuchasinfant mortality ratedeclinedfrom aroundd4 per 1,000live birthsin the early1990sto nearly
21 by 2011.Investmentsn educationsocialjustice,andpublic healthenhancedocialmobility, particularlyfor
ScheduledCastes,ScheduledTribes, and Other BackwardClassesreducinginter-generationainequality and
fosteringinclusivegrowth.

Froma financial perspectiveKalaignarmaintaineda pragmatichalancebetweenwelfarespendingand
fiscal discipline. Despite extensivesocial sector commitments,Tamil Nadu sustainedcomparativelystable
revenuemobilization through improved tax administrationand industrial expansion.The s t a Gres8 $tate
DomesticProductgrowth averagedaround8% during the mid-2000s,supportedoy infrastructuredevelopment,
urbanization,and a diversified industrial base.Public expenditureon welfare actedas a demandstimulus,
boostingconsumptionemploymentandsmallscaleeconomicactivity, while socialinvestmentsyielded long-
termreturnsin the form of a skilled andhealthyworkforce.

The Dravidian Model of Inclusive Governance: Kalaignar M. Karunanidhi as the Architect of Tamil
N a d BbcsrEconomic Transformation and Social Justicei Led Development

TheDravidianmodelof governancearticulatedandinstitutionally strengthenedndertheleadershipof
KalaignarM. Karunanidhi,standsasa comprehensivandinclusiveframeworkaimedat ensuringsocialjustice,
economicequity, and humandignity for all sectionsof society. As the Architect of Tamil N a d wdcis
economictransformation Kalaignar translatedDravidian ideology into pragmaticpublic policy, focusingon
dismantlingstructuralinequalitiesrootedin caste gender andclass,while simultaneouslyromotingeconomic
growth and cultural renaissanceThis model emphasizedhe role of the Stateas an enablerof opportunity,
particularly for historically marginalizedcommunities,thereby redefining governanceas a tool for social
empowermentatherthanmereadministration A defining featureof the Dravidian modelwasits unwavering
commitmentto social justice through affirmative action. Tamil N a d udservationpolicy, expandedand
defendedduringK a | a i temueeensisedoroadbasedaccesso educationand public employment.With a
reservatiorevel of 69 percentoneof thehighestin India, Tamil Naduachievedhotableoutcomesn the Gross
EnrolmentRatio in higher educationroseto over 50 percentby the early 2010s,significantly higher thanthe
nationalaverageof around27 percentduring the sameperiod. ScheduledCastesand Most BackwardClasses
recordedsubstantialmprovementsn literacy andeducationahttainmentreflectingtheredistributiveimpactof
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inclusivepolicies. TamilN a d wv@rsallliteracyrateincreasedrom about63 percentin 1991to over 80 percent
by 2011,underscoringhelong-termdividendsof sustainednvestmenin socialsectors.

Kal ai gomeanan@emodelalsoprioritized universalwelfarewith targeteddelivery. Schemesuch
asfree educationsupport,subsidizedood throughan efficient Public Distribution System freetelevisionsetsto
bridgeinformation gaps, andhealthinsurancanitiatives expandedsocial securityacrossncomegroups.Tamil
Nadu consistentlyallocateda higher shareof its Statebudgetto social servicesaveragingover 40 percentfor
education,health, nutrition, and social welfare combined. This approachcontributedto improved human
developmentindicators, with Tamil Nadu achievinga Human Developmentindex significantly above the
national averageand recording lower poverty ratios comparedto many large Indian states. Economic
developmentunder the Dravidian model was inclusive and employmentoriented. Kalaignar promoted
industrialization alongsidesocial equity by strengtheningsmall and medium enterprisesjmproving urban
infrastructureandexpandingural connectivity. Tamil Naduemergedasoneof | n d leadidgindustrialstates,
contributingnearly9 percentto the national GDP while hostinga diversified economyspanningautomobiles,
textiles, IT, and services.Importantly, this growth translatednto social outcomesasthes t a poeeftygatio
declinedsharplyfrom around35 percentin the early 1990sto below 12 percentby the early2010s.Wo me n & s
participationin educationand the workforce also improved, supportedby measuressuch as free education,
hostelsandwelfareschemedor selthelpgroups.

EquallysignificantwasK a | a i gmplaasi®nsationalism linguistic pride, andculturaldemocracy.
By promoting Tamil languageliterature,and classicalheritage he fostereda senseof identity andselfrespect
that complementednaterial development.This cultural empowermentstrengthenedlemocraticparticipation
and social cohesion,reinforcing the moral foundation of the Dravidian model. In essenceKalaignar M.
Ka r u n a govednhnicalesionstratethateconomicgrowth andsocialjusticearenot mutually exclusivebut
mutually reinforcing. The Dravidian model government,groundedin equity, rationalism, and inclusivity,
continuesto serveas a benchmarkfor welfareorientedand rightsbasedgovernancen India, benefiting all
sectionsof societywhile prioritizing themostvulnerable.

The socioeconomic, financial, administrative,and political impacts of the Dravidian model of
governancestrengthenedinderKalaignarM. Karunanidhi,reveala durableand evidencebasedframeworkof
inclusive developmentSociceconomically,the model significantly reducedinequalityby expandingaccesgo
educationhealthcare,andnutrition. By the early2010s,Tamil N a d ypdvesrtyratio declinedto around11i 12
percent,comparedo the nationalaverageof about22 percent,while thes t a Infand Mortality Ratefell to
nearly21 per 1,000live births, markedlylower thanthe all-India level of around44. Life expectancyn Tamil
Nadu roseto about 70 years,reflecting the cumulativeimpact of social welfare spendingand public health
investments.These outcomesindicate that welfareled growth under the Dravidian model translatedinto
tangibleimprovementsn quality of life.

From a financial perspective,the Dravidian model demonstratedthat social justice oriented
expenditurecan coexistwith fiscal disciplineand economicexpansionTamil Nadu consistentlfrankedamong
the top three statesin own tax revenuegeneration,contributing nearly 9 percentto | n d iG®B while
maintainingrevenueexpenditurefocusedon human development.Public spendingon educationand health
remainedabovethe nationalaverageand the stateattractedlarge scale private investment,with cumulative
industrial investmentrunning into severallakh crore rupeesby the 2010s.The inferenceis clear: inclusive
public financeenhancedumancapital,which in turn strengthenethes t a écenénsccompetitiveness.

Administratively, Ka | a i govermariceemphasizeddecentralization,institutional capacity, and
transparencyStrengthenedocal bodies, expandedsocial audits, and improved service delivery mechanisms
enhancedadministrativeefficiency. High implementationrates of welfare schemes particularly the Public
Distribution Sydem and urban infrastructure projects, reduced leakagesand improved lastmile delivery.
Politically, the Dravidian model consolidated democratic participation and social stability. Expanded
representatiorof backwardand marginalizedcommunitiesin governancdosteredpolitical inclusion, reduced
social conflict, and strengthenedfederalism. Electoral continuity of Dravidian parties reflected public
endorsemenbf this model, indicating that equity-driven governanceunder Kalaignar generatednot only
developmentabainsbut alsoenduringpolitical legitimacy. The detailsof Impact Assessmenof the Dravidian
Model of GovernancainderKalaignarM. Karunanidhiarestatedn tablei 28.
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Impact Assessmenbf the Dravidian Model of Governanceunder Kalaig

Tablei 28

nar M. Karunanidhi

Dimension

Key Indicators

Statistical Evidence

Impact and Inference

SocieEconomic
Impact

Povertyreduction,
literacy, health
outcomes

Povertydeclinedto ~111 12%
in Tamil Naduby early2010s
(India~22%);literacyrose
from ~63%(1991)to ~80%
(2011);IMR reducedo ~21 per
1,000live births(India~44)

Inclusivewelfare,
reservationandsocial
justicepolicies
significantlyimproved
humandevelopmenand
reducedstructural
inequalities

Financial
Impact

StateGDPshare,
socialsector
spending

Tamil Naducontributed~9%to
I n d GR2aPdoser40% of state
expenditureallocatedo
educationhealth,nutrition, and
socialwelfare

Welfareled public finance
enhancedhumancapital
without undermining
economiagrowth or
revenuemobilization

Administrative
Impact

Servicedelivery
efficiency,
decentralization

High coverageof PDS;
improvedlocal body
functioning;wide reachof
educatiorandhealthschemes

Stronginstitutionsand
effectiveadministration
ensuredastmile delivery
andreducedexclusion

Political Impact

Representation,
democratic
stability

69%reservatiorupheld,;
increasedepresentationf
backwardandmarginalized
groupsin governance

Palitical inclusion
strengthenedocial
cohesionfederalismand
long-termdemocratic
legitimacy

Overall
Outcome

Human
Development
Index, social
equity

Tamil NaduHDI consistently
abovenationalaverage

Dravidianmodelproved
thatsocialjusticeand
economiadevelopmenare
mutuallyreinforcing

Source: Censusof India 2011and Government of Tamil Nadu Economic Survey.

Impact of the Dravidian Model of Governance
under Kalaignar M. Karunanidhi

SOCIAL JUSTICE & INCLUSIVE GOVERNANCE

Socio-Economic Impact

+ Poverty reduced to 11-12%
+ Literacy rose to 80%

« Infant Mortality Rate reduced to I

21 per 1,000

Financial Impact

« Contributed ~9% to India's GDP

Vl/' ‘
Kalaignar M. Karunanidhi §

Architect of Tamil Nadu's
Socio-Economic Transformation

[ Financial Impact

« Contributed ~9% to India's GDP
+ 40% of budget to social welfare

« Diverse industrial base increased
investment

Administrative Impact

+ 40% of budget to social welfare |

+ Diverse industrial base increased

investment

Overall Outcomes

+ Tamil Nadu HDI above
national average

delivery

« Economic growth 2
with reduced inequalities

2

Overall Outcomes

« High PDS coverage; Strong local
governance

« Efficient & inclusive service

|+ Tamil Nadu HDI above national average
= . Economic growth with reduced inequalities
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SocicEconomic Transformation in Tamil Nadu under Kalaignar M. Karunanidhi: Advancing Social
Justice, Equity, and Inclusive Development

Kalaignar M. Ka r u n a ngowrhaincgg m Tamil Nadu (1996 2011) catalyzed significant
sociagconomictransformatiorby advancingsocial justice, equity, andinclusive developmenthroughtargeted
welfare interventionsthat strengthenethumandevelopmenandreduceddeprivation.Under his leadersip, the
statedeepenedts commitmentto universaleducationand social welfarerootedin Dravidian equity principles,
reinforcinglongstandingneasuredike the mid&lay mealprogrammaewhile introducingcomplementaryolicies
to enhanceaccesandquality. Tamil N a d gemaeliteracyclimbedmarkedly,with femaleliteracyrising from
about 64.6% in 2001 to 73.4% by 2011, narrowing gender gaps and empoweringwomen socially and
economically.Mid Zlay meals,a flagshipwelfareinstrumentplayeda centralrole in boostingschoolenrolment
andretentionamongrural children, reducingdropoutrates,andimproving nutritional outcomeghat supported
learning and equity. The institutionalisationof universal meals provided a strong incentive for continued
schooling among sociceconomicallydisadvantagedyroups acrossdistricts, contributing to broaderhuman
capitalgainsin the state.

Parallelto educationaktrides, Tamil Nadu experiencedsignificantreductionsin rural povertyin the
2000s.Available dataindicate that rural poverty ratesin Tamil Nadu fell sharplyin the midZlecadeperiod,
evidencedy declinesfrom aroundthe mid20%rangetowardthelowZeensreflectingenhancedccesgo basic
servicesand incomeéasupportingschemeshat underpinnedrural livelihoods. K a r u n a madvetrnanceilso
embeddedhffirmative action and social justice mechanisménto public policy. He expandedeservationquotas
for most backwardclassesreinforcing educationaland employmentinclusion for marginalizedcommunities,
andimplementedSamathuvapurarhousingschemedo foster casteintegrationandequitableliving conditions.
Collectively, thesemeasureaunder the Dravidian model not only raisedkey socideconomicindicators but
sustainedramil N a d leédsrhip in humandevelopmentvithin India. Theydemonstratéow strategiovelfare
programmedied to education,nutrition, and affirmative action can reducestructuralinequities and expand
opportunitiesfor historically excludedpopulationstherebyadvancingnclusive developmentind social justice
acrosghe state.The detailsof the Impactof KalaignarM. K a r u n a WelfdréSchieree®n SocicEconomic
Developmentn Tamil Nadu(1996 2011)arepresentedhn table-29.

TableT 29
Impact of Kalaignar M. K a r u n a nWellareiSéhemesn SocieEconomic Developmentin
Tamil Nadu (1996 2011)

Welfare Scheme/ Period

Initiative

Key Outcomes Statistical Impact

1996
2011

Increasedchoolenrolment
andretention,jmprovedchild
nutrition

Mid -Day Meal
Programme

Dropoutratesreducedoy 15
20%in rural areas

Free and Compulsory
Education

1996
2011

Enhancedccesto education
for marginalizedgroups

Femalditeracyrosefrom 55%
to 73%

Samathuvapuram
Housing Scheme

1996
2011

Promotedsocialintegration
andequitablehousing

~1.2lakh housesonstructed
for backwardcommunities

Rural Poverty
Reduction Schemes

1996
2011

Improvedlivelihoodsand
accesgo basicservices

Ruralpovertydeclinedby over
18%

Affirmative Action /
Reservation

1996
2011

Increasedepresentatiom
educatiorandemploymenfor
marginalizedgroups

Reservatiorbenefitsextended
to 50%in governmenjobsand
educationalnstitutions

Source: Tamil Nadu State Government Reports and SocieEconomic Survey, 2011.
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Financial Reforms and Inclusive Economic Development under Kalaignar M. Karunanidhi: Fiscal
Policies,Welfare Schemesand Poverty Alleviation in Tamil Nadu

Underthe leadershipof KalaignarM. Karunanidhi, Tamil Nadu witnesseda transformativephasein
financial governanceand economicdevelopmentdriven by the principlesof the Dravidianmodel of inclusive
governance.Fiscal policies during his tenure were strategically aligned to stimulate equitable growth,
emphasizingocial welfare, povertyalleviation,andfinancial inclusion. Targetedeconomicinterventionssuch
as the expansionof cooperativebanking networksand the promotion of microfinanceinitiatives, played a
pivotal role in improving accessto credit for marginalizedcommunities.By 2011, cooperativebanks had
increasedheir outreachby 63%, enablingsmallscalefarmers,artisans,and women entrepreneur$o secure
low-interestioans,which facilitatedincomegeneratingctivitiesandentrepreneurialentures.

Reformsin the public distribution system(PDS) further strengthened:conomicequity by ensuring
consistentaccessto subsidizedfood and essentialcommoditiesfor over 11.5 million rural householdsThe
integrationof technologyin PDS managemenénhancedransparencandredwced leakage directly benefiting
economicallyweakersectionsAdditionally, thes t a énmpliasion skill developmentindemploymertlinked
programscomplementedhesefiscal measureshoostingthe per capitaincomefrom 32,500in 1996to 46,000
in 2011, reflecting a 42% increase.Financial literacy campaignsand inclusion programsextendedbanking
accessto nearly 78% of rural households significantly reducing reliance on informal moneylendersand
enhancingsavingsculture.

The combinedeffect of thesefiscal policies, welfare schemes,and economicreforms fostered a
resilientrural economy,strengthenedocial equity, and reducedpoverty levels by approximatelyl8% during
this period. Empirical data indicate that householdsbenefiting from microfinance and cooperativecredit
schemeseporteda 351 40%risein annualearningswhile w o m e padticpationin incomegeneratingctivities
surged, reflecting genderinclusive growth. By integrating social welfare with robust financial planning,
Karu n a n i gbhvernaihanot only improved economicindicatorsbut alsoreinforcedthe Dravidianmo d e
commitmentto uplifting socially and economicallydisadvantagegopulations.The details of the Financial
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